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Herschel Grynszpan 





Herschel Grynszpan is the Jewish 
boy who in desperation killed a Nazi 
consular official in Paris a year and a 
half ago. This act of an embitterd 
and exiled seventeen year old boy was 
followed by an organized pogrom on 
Jews throughout Germany in Novem- 
ber, 1938. Grynszpan was imprisoned 
and the case aroused interest through- 
out the world. In the United States, 
Dorothy Thompson sponsored a fund, 
to which only non-Jews were to contri- 
bute, to defend him in French courts. 
Free world opinion was outraged by 
the regime that drove a boy his age to 
despair and murder and then “aveng- 
ed” his act in a nationwide pogrom on 
Jews. 

Herschel Grynszpan was never 
brought to trial. It is to be assumed 
that the French government feared the 
repercussions of such a trial. It is 
possible that the Daladier regime in 
Paris did not dare antagonize the 
neighbor on the east by acquitting the 
boy, as would most likely have hap- 
pened had a jury of impartial men and 
women judged him. At any rate 
Grynszpan remained in prison. 


Now a report from Europe informs 
us that Grynszpan was not evacuated 
from Paris and fell into Nazi hands. 
There can be no doubt about the fate 
that awaits him. 

The world had forgotten Grynszpan 
during the past eventful and bloody 
year. With thousands of men, re- 
nowned and obscure, dying daily on 
the battlefields, no attention had been 
spared to the one who had been trap- 
ped by fate first into a crime of pro- 
test and now into the hangman’s 
hands. Yet we should have remem- 
bered. 
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On the evening that the fall of Paris 
was announced, a French baker living 
in the Bronx locked the door ‘of his 
apartment, placed a record of the Mar- 
sellaise on his victrola and, adjusting 
the machine for maximum sound vol- 
ume, played it again and again and 
again. Neighbors complained of the 
noise and he paid no attention to them. 
Police were called and urged him to 
stop, but the French baker did not 
heed them and the policemen showed 
tact and understanding and did not 
force their way in. Until the early 
hours of the morning, when he had to 
go to work, the strains of the Marsel- 
laise bewailed the fall of Paris. 


He Will Live Without Sun 
Garden note from the New York 
W orld-Telegram: 


Q. Recently I received some slips of 
a water-growing plant called Wander- 





ing Jew .. . Will you please give me a 
few hints on the care of this plant? 

A. The plant called Wandering Jew 
will thrive equally well in water or in 
soil. It does not have to be in a sunny 
situation. 


Mr. Browder Said "Oh" 





“Every utterance by Earl Browder 
since the outbreak of the war has been 
a great contribution for peace.” Thus 
reads the opening line on the editorial 
page of the Daily Worker of June 12. 


An unconfirmed report circulating 
about town declares that on an unspe- 
cified day in May Mr. Browder uttered 
the word “Oh.” This report is not 
trustworthy since it is spread by Demo- 
cratic - Social Democratic - Trotskyite - 
Zionist war mongers. 


Peace Pipe in Philadelphia 





Now that John L. Lewis smoked the 
peace’ pipe with the Republican party 
and blew a smoke ring in the direction 
of Herbert Hoover, the country is con- 
fronted with a greater danger. If the 
millions of people that normally vote 
Republican are to start a sit-down 
strike to elect their candidate this fall, 
an acute emergency would arise since 
such a sit-down would prevent them 
from going to the polls and and would 
endanger our democratic procedure of 
electing a president. To prevent such a 
dire calamity, some patriotic citizen 
should initiate negotiations at once. If 
necessary even Vermont should be 
handed to the Republicans, in addition 
to Maine and New Hampshire, if only 
they agree to refrain from such revolu- 
tionary action. 

S. K. 
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Editorials. of the Month 





England Fights On 


T IS STILL TOO EARLY, AND ALSO TOO LATE, TO 

go into a detailed examination of the weakness 
of France that caused its downfall before the Nazi 
onslaught in such a phenomenally short time. 
There is undoubtedly some truth in practically 
all the explanations given for the French catas- 
trophe and the necessary conclusions should be 
drawn. But there is not a single explanation that 
does not suffer from perplexing angles. The 
common argument advanced is the presence of 
a fifth column in high placed French military 
and political circles which was at all times willing 
to come to an understanding with Germany. While 
this is undoubtedly true, and becomes obvious 
when scanning the names that make up the present 
government in Bordeaux, it does not answer a 
number of weighty and significant questions. For 
even fascists, whatever their political, economic 
and ethical principles might be, do not wish to be 
subservient to another country. Fascist chauvin- 
ism seeks to impose its national, or racial, rule on 
others; it does not readily compromise and yield 
without a struggle. Does it make any sense to 
declare that French fascists, or fascist sympa- 
thizers, are different in this respect and were 
anxious to yield their empire to their historic 
national foe on the East? Surely the government 
of Poland was not less .backward or fascist 
minded than the French—this no one will deny— 
and yet, in retrospect, the three weeks of Polish 
resistance to Hitler now appear to have been as 
heroic as anything that took place in France; the 
Polish government did not sue for terms and 
rather went into exile than make a separate peace. 
Nor is it clear what France gained from the armis- 
tice. Nearly all the country is occupied by the 
Nazis. More than this Hitler could not accom- 
plish even without an armistice. Yet, had the 
French government moved to one of its posses- 
sions in Africa and continued the struggle from 
there, it could still contribute to a final victory. As 
it is, France is now forced to help Hitler, which 
means that it must help in its own subjugation and 
partition. 





We do not undertake at this time to give an an- 
swer to the above nor to a number of other 
questions that arose with the fall of France. The 
answer to some is not yet clear; the answer to 
others can wait. The simple conclusions—vigil- 
ance against fifth columns and the continuation of 
a determined, uncompromising struggle against 


Hitler—have become evident to all even before 
the fall of France. 

Today England fights alone to stem the con- 
quering tide of the Nazi legions. It is true that all 
parts of the far-flung British empire are offering 
a greater measure of help than before. Still it 
is difficult to be optimistic at this time. With the 
land front on the European continent gone, it is 
almost impossible for England to take the. offen- 
sive there. The United States is giving limited 
and still indecisive help. The other remaining 
great power, Russia, is busy picking up scraps 
thrown from the Nazi master’s table. 

England must be given all aid needed at this 
time to carry on. 

Particularly must we beware of defeatist moods 
now creeping in here and there. We do not mean 
those black moods trespassing on despair of a 
final victory over Nazism that have haunted many 
people during the past two weeks, since French 
capitulation. We refer to the attitude of com- 
promise that whispers—it will be possible for free 
people to live even after a Hitler victory, it may 
be possible to come to terms with him. This is 
false. Hitler may be victorious. But such a 
victory will bear within itself no mercy for the 
weak and vanquished. While the war is still on, 
before he has even touched his most powerful 
adversary, Hitler has already imposed upon 
France terms that put Versailles to shame. The 
vague rumors coming from occupied Paris tell of 
horors. What he has done in other countries, 
Poland, Czechoslovakia, Holland, need not be 
repeated now since it is well known. Before they 
have even succeeded in touching Palestine, the 
fascist dictators already speak of uprooting its 
Jewish population and moving it to a reservation 
in Ethiopia. One thing should stand out in every- 
body’s mind—once Hitler is victorious, the treat- 
ment of Jews, Poles, Czechs and others, so far, 
will pale to insignificance before the horrors that 
he will unleash upon the world. There is no 
coming to terms with Hitler and there is no life 
under his rule for free peoples. 

Isolationist circles in this country who are be- 
ginning to whisper of a new appeasement should 
be reminded of previous efforts. There is no 
appeasing Hitler; only defeat will stop him from 
ravaging the world. 


Conscription in Palestine 





N ORDER FROM LONDON EMPOWERS THE HIGH 
Commissioner for Palestine to introduce com- 
pulsory military service for all the inhabitants of 
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the country. This order, together with a number 
of other emergency measures, was promulgated 
after Italy’s entry into the war and is akin to 
similar legislation passed in England some time 
ago. Under it not only human but also material 
resources will be mobilized. The Palestine gov- 
ernment will be placed in control over everything 
that can be used for defense, conduct of the war 
and the maintenance of vital services. 


In normal, non-emergency times, it might have 
been in order to ask by what right the High Com- 
missioner is intrusted with powers over the lives 
and possessions of Palestinian citizens. Legally, 
England has no right to enforce such measures in 
a mandated territory. Palestine is not a part of 
the British Empire and the British Colonial Office 
may not legally recruit soldiers in a territory it 
administers only temporarily as a mandate. But 
we live in an abnormal time when England is at 
war with a foe who sneers at all “‘legal fictions.” 
During the early months of the war England has 
lost many an opportunity because of its concern 
for legal fine points. Britain must now rapidly 
and effectively consolidate the military forces in 
the territories that are under its control and sub- 
ject to attack. . 

Mobilization in Palestine may now take place in 
great haste at the eleventh hour. This could 
have been avoided. Since last September the 
Jewish community of Palestine declared its will- 
ingness to provide tens of thousands of men for 
the defense of the country. The Jewish Agency 
expressed its readiness to organize three divisions 
for Palestine and the near East and one division 
for the western front. More than one hundred 
thousand Palestinian Jews were ready to offer 
their lives, if necessary, for the defense of their 
homeland and for democracy. Had the British 
government not been given to typical Chamberlain- 
ian calculations, it could today have several first 
rate and well prepared divisions in Palestine. But 
this was not done. Vision and daring were re- 
quired to execute this plan and England exhibited 
a great lack of these in many other matters aside 
from the Jewish legion. 

Now, late in the day, an attempt may be made 
to organize the able-bodied men in the land, both 
Jews and Arabs, in hastily formed brigades. In 
addition to other concerns, there will be the worry 
about a fifth column. Certain Arab circles have 
had close relations with Mussolini during recent 
years and it is not likely that these relations left 
no imprint. Pro-Italian espionage in Palestine can 
become a serious threat the moment such elements 
are recruited into the army, and the fatal signifi- 
cance of fifth column activities has now become 
clear to all. 

The defense of Palestine will be a difficult task. 
But one thing is certain. The Jewish community 
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stands ready and determined for this task. For 
the English Palestine is but a remote corner of 
their tremendous empire; for the Arabs Palestine 
is merely an oasis in their immense territorial heri- 
tage. But for Jews Palestine is the only place on 
the face of the earth whence hope of a home, free- 
dom and inner rebirth dawned during the darkest 
years. Palestine can have no better defenders 
than those for whom it is an inexchangeable home 
and the last hope for a life of dignity and meaning. 


Universal Military Training 





| ggeormoentgink ROOSEVELT SPOKE ABOUT TRAINING 
young people, boys and girls, in vocations that 
will enhance their usefulness for the defense of the 
country. A Bill has been drawn up in Congress to 
provide military training for men between the ages 
of 18 and 45. Various other plans are debated 
throughout the country with the same end in 
view—increasing the defensive capacity of the 


land. 


We are not technically qualified to discuss the 
various plans and voice an authoritative opinion 
as to which would be best adapted under present 
circumstances. However, we are concerned with 
the principle underlying all these plans—mobiliza- 
tion of the man-power of the entire nation for 
defense. 


Compulsory military training is not in itself 
opposed to any democratic principle. On the 
contrary, if we feel that the country is endangered 
and should prepare for a coming struggle, it is a 
much more democratic procedure that all those 
capable of participating in the defense should be 
trained to do so rather than leave the task to a 
small professional military force. This is also 
safer since a people’s army could not readily be 
used by some would be Fuehrer against the inter- 
ests of the people. The lack of compulsory mili- 
tary training in this country (as well as in England 
until very recently) has been one of the privileges 
that could be enjoyed only in a large and powerful 
democracy. But a country that is forced to resort 
to it thereby becomes no less free and democratic. 
No one will say that Switzerland is a regimented 
dictatorship simply because all its citizens are 
trained for defense. Like opposition to the third 
term, universal military training is merely a tradi- 
tion in this country and grew out of espe- 
cially favorable geographic circumstances. Our 
system of government would hardly become a dic- 
tatorship if either or both of these traditions were 
to be deviated from during a period of danger. 


Only a convinced pacifist, who is ready to sub- 
mit to violence without resisting, today has the 
right to oppose measures leading to greater de- 
fense preparedness of the country. Any other 
person, who is not such a pacifist, must ask himself 
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whether the expansion of Nazi conquest confronts 
the United States with a threat or not. 

It is idle to say that Hitlerism must be stopped 
without preparing the necessary means for doing 
so. He has snickered before at the British Labor 
Party which spoke anti-Nazi phrases but until the 
very last moment voted against conscription in 
England. He is sneering now at American liberals 
who speak anti-fascism but are unwilling to draw 
the logical consequences. The ideological on- 
slaught of fascism has to be fought by greater 
educational measures. Democracy has to sell 
itself to the people with actions as well as words. 
But the military attack of Nazism can be met only 
with force, and it takes time and planning to 
prepare and train that force. 


5,000,000 Children Can Still Be Saved 


A STRAW VOTE RECENTLY CONDUCTED BY FOR- 
tune magazine indicates that about five million 
American families are ready to adopt a refugee 
child at least for the duration of the war. Even 
if we assume that the results of this vote, which 
of necessity polled only a relatively small number 
of people, is somewhat exaggerated, there are still 
revealed by it tremendous potentialities for a work 
of salvation on a huge scope. 

In the meantime, tucked away somewhere in 
in the files of a Senatorial committee, there still 
lies the Bill drawn up and sponsored by Senator 
Wagner over a year ago and now almost for- 
gotten by all, a Bill which, had it been passed in 
time, might have saved the lives of thousands of 
European children by bringing them over here. 
The Wagner Bill, which spoke only of twenty 
thousand and not of millions of children, evoked 
a bitter opposition which in lowness was almost 
unequalled. The few thousand children who 
would have been admitted under it were described 
as a potential menace to American economic 
standards, the employment situation and what 
not. Today it is easier to discern the sources of 
that propaganda. The Nazis needed Jewish, 
French, Belgian and other children in the path 
of their advance in order to be able to demorali- 
ize and terrorize the population more effectively. 
Today they still want English children to re- 
main in England, and for the same reason. A 
parent grieving over the death of his child is a 
demoralized person; a parent worried over the 
fate of his child is often ready to sue for peace on 
any terms. 

For some of the children that could have been 
saved, any action now undertaken will come too 
late. But there are still many to be helped. It 
may be possible to remove some from truncated 
France. It is still possible to remove many 
thousands of refugee children from England to 
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this side of the ocean for the duration of the 
war. As this country is gaining a clearer aware- 
ness of the implications of the European situa- 
tion, it is to be hoped that this matter will com- 
mand the requisite attention. An expanded Wag- 
ner Bill or special legislation that would enable 
American families willing to adopt a refugee child 
to do so, should be passed without further delay. 


Russia's Unenviable Position 





USSIA OCCUPIED THE BALTIC COUNTRIES. AS 

this is being written there are rumors of new 
demands on Finland. By the time these lines are 
off the press the rumors may have become reality. 
The incursion of the red army into the small Baltic 
countries is not surprising and was foreseen by all 
persons who preferred to keep their eyes open. 
We were never impressed by the Bolshevik gen- 
erosity in handing Vilna to Lithuania, an act so 
loudly proclaimed by many fellow travellers as a 
sign of Soviet justice to small nations. It did re- 
mind us of the proverbial generous thief who lav- 
ishly distributes gifts (articles hooked from others) 
during the day time only to reclaim them, plus 
some other misplaced objects, during the night. 
Why shouldn’t Stalin have handed Vilna to Lithu- 
ania when he knew that he would seize the entire 
country in a few months? He merely followed 
the example of his new found friend, Hitler, who 
let Poland take a small piece of Czechoslovakia 
only to be swallowed entirely in turn. 

Now it seems that Russia’s number is up and 
Stalin is aware of it. The huge number of soldiers 
sent into the Baltic countries-is a clear indication 
that they are massed to meet an onslaught from 
Germany and not merely to occupy lands with a 
combined population less than that of the city of 
Moscow alone. Soviet leaders now realize that 
their betrayal of the democratic forces throughout 
the world in signing last August’s pact with 
the Nazis has proved a boomerang whose striking 
force is no smaller than that of the Munich agree- 
ment. By opening the gates of Poland to Ger- 
many and assuring a quiet eastern front for the 
Nazis, Russia has not only contributed to the 
rapid defeat of the Allies in the West; it has also 
immeasurably strengthened the one strong enemy 
it had on the European continent. 

Russia undoubtedly hoped—despite its hypo- 
critical talk of peace—that the war would last a 
long time and that the weakened contenders would 
fall an easy prey to Stalinist uprisings. Barring 
such a development Germany was at any rate ex- 
pected to be too exhausted to follow up its aims 
in the east. But Russian leaders have proved to 
be unscrupulous as well as ignorant of the real 
strength of Germany and the Allies. Now that 
France is defeated, they openly announce their 
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fears. Now that it is too late, the communist press 
has ceased shouting ‘‘peace”’ and wails instead that 
it is a “treacherous surrender.” But the moment 
when an active anti-fascist Russian policy might 
have been decisive has passed. 


All informed correspondents from Europe de- 
clare that an unprecendented famine looms before 
that continent. All European countries kept their 
armies at maximum strength and a great part of 
the land remained unsown. Even the Balkans, im- 
portant as a European food center, are expected to 
produce not more than half their usual output. 
In France the Nazis have gained a highly indus- 
trialized area which they can exploit for the pro- 
duction of armaments, but not to raise food. 
With no access to American food supplies it is 
obvious which way Hitler will turn. Surely the 
rulers of the Kremlin know this as well as the 
value of a non-aggression pact. Have they not 
torn up such pacts themselves? 


In an attempt that now seems futile, Russia is 
expanding in every direction possible in an effort 
to put as much mileage between itself and its new 
friend as possible. Bessarabia is occupied; other 
parts of Rumania are taken. In themselves these 
moves have their positive side. After the fall of 
France, Rumania bowed to Hitler, legalized the 
fascist Iron Guard and instituted a regime that 
differed but little from that of Germany itself. In 
the areas now taken by Russia the general popu- 
lation, and especially the Jews, will feel relieved. 
But Rumanian policy was never independent. It 
always followed the general trend. Had not 
Russia made a pact with Germany and had not 
democratic France fallen, Rumania too would 
have bowed before the prevailing winds and would 
have extended instead of outlawing democratic 
institutions. Russia, in this case, aided in setting 
the house on fire and then rushed to save some of 
its occupants. 


Hitler has neither given up nor forgotten his 
dreams of conquering the Ukraine. Cut off from 
world food supplies by the British blockade, and 
with an augmented population and industrial ma- 
chine to feed, he will no doubt soon return to the 
subject of Russian wheat and oil. Russia may 
submit and pay a heavy tribute.in food, thus be- 
coming to all intents and purposes a Nazi colony. 
Russia may resist. But Russian arms are no match 
for Germany now that there is no French army 
to divert some of its force. 


Before many months go by millions of Russians 
may have to pay with their lives for the criminal 
policies of their leaders. The Soviet Union is 


today confronted with an inescapable predicament 
largely of its own creation. 
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Illusions for Sale 
ig HIGHLY imaginative Mr. Jabotinsky is 


again in this country, this time in the interests 
of the formation of a Jewish legion. With the 
aid of an agile publicity department, the Revision- 
ists have supplied New York newspapers with 
a minor sensation—that, thanks to Mr. Jabotin- 
sky’s negotiations with the British ambassador 
in Washington, we may soon expect to have a 
Jewish army. Some New York dailies, always alert 
for sensational news irrespective of its genuine- 
ness, have picked up the item like hot cakes. 

We wish to assure our readers that these 
sensational reports are mostly poetic fancy on the 
part of an individual and a group who have for 
a long time been thinking in military terms when 
there was not the slightest justification for it. 
The British government has publicly declared 
that it had no intention to permit the formation 
of a Jewish legion. This decision has not yet been 
altered. It is true that Jabotinsky visited the 
British ambassador, a man who seldom refuses 
to meet a well known person who requests an 
audience. It is also possible that some Revision- 
ist leaders in London had a conversation with 
oficials of the British colonial ministry. But it 
is absolutely certain that no promises concerning 
a Jewish legion were made to them. The British 
government still clings to its opposition to a Jew- 
ish military unit, no matter how disappointed we 
may feel. Offers made to this effect by the Jewish 
Agency have so far been rejected. 

Jabotinsky and the Revisionists must know that 
the circulation of such sensational reports are 
harmful. They must be aware that at this time 
it is a crime to delude spiritually tormented and 
despairing Jews with vain tales and promises of 
castles in the air. But what do the Revisionists 
care about all this! There is glamour in the busi- 
ness and they have always had a hankering to 
uniform Jewish youth, even when they could only 
supply epaulettes and military titles but not arms; 
to buy airplanes even when they had no field to 
land them on. Before a worried Jewish public 
longing for a word of consolation they hasten to 
display their gaudy albeit unsubstantial illusions. 
There is now a good market for these, considering 
the public state of mind. 


The time is too critical and the subject of a 
Jewish legion is too serious to be peddled about 
indiscriminately by self-appointed saviors. Should 
the time come when a Jewish legion will be desir- 
able and possible, the responsible Jewish bodies, 
such as the Jewish Agency, will attend to its or- 
ganization. Mr. Jabotinsky may go through the 
motions of a military review of his handful of 





followers in the lobby of a New York hotel. But. 


you can’t fight Hitler in a New York hotel. 
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Equality MAGAZINE HEWS TO THE STALINIST LINE 





N MANY of the street corners where the 

Social Justice purveyors hawk their wares, 
you are likely to find boys or girls lustily shouting: 
“Read the truth about Father Coughlin.” These 
people are selling Equality, a magazine which de- 
scribes itself as an “independent, non-sectarian 
monthly journal to defend democratic rights and 
combat racial and religious intolerance.” One 
can freely grant that the magazine has fulfilled a 
Jarge part of the program it has set itself. Since 
its inception in May, 1939, Equality has published 
able exposures of Coughlin, Dies, the Christian 
Front and the rest of the local fascist crew. It 
has protested valiantly against violations of civil 
liberties. It has been alert against anti-alien legis- 
lation. All this is to its credit and merits the sup- 
port of like-minded groups everywhere. How- 
ever, there is on adjective in Equality’s self-por- 
trait of which one must become increasingly dubi- 
ous. That is the brave word “independent”. Just 
how independent is Equality? 

The proportion of known communist fellow 
travellers on the editorial council would in itself 
be an indication of the character of the magazine. 
Among them are individuals who have never pre- 
viously evinced any interest in Jewish problems as 
such, and who would have viewed any identifica- 
tion with Jews as “parochial”. Whence this sud- 
den preoccupation with anti-Semitism and Jewish 
suffering ? 

Jews have the right to ask this question. They 
have the right to know whether a group which 
professes to concern itself with the Jewish ques- 
tion is motivated by a whole-hearted concern for 
the plight of Jewry at the present time, or whether 
it is adroitly exploiting the Jewish terror of anti- 
Semitism in the United States to further its own 
policies. To put it plainly: Communists are fully 
entitled to recommend their platform in all its 
aspects to whomever they please. Earl Browder, 
for instance, in a widely circulated pamphlet en- 
titled ‘“‘The Jewish People and the War” makes 
the usual post Nazi-Soviet pact communist plea 
for “peace”, and explains with the usual (pre— 
as well as post pact) communist objectivity why it 
makes no difference to the Jews whether the Nazis 
or the allied “imperialists” win. Anyone reading 
this opus of Mr. Browder knows exactly what 
Browder’s objectives are, and if he then accepts 
the communist leader’s conclusions, he at least 
does so open-eyed, if not open-minded. 

Equality, however, is another story. It pur- 
ports to be “independent”. It claims to counsel 


out of the goodness of its heart and the wisdom of 
It assures the world that it is not a 


its brain. 


“front” publication cleverly devised to gain ad- 
herents for causes other than those avowed. That 
is why Equality’s curious shifts in policy in the 
brief year of its existence are so startling. 

The first issue of Equality appeared in May, 
1939. Those were the collective security days 
when the communists were still fighting fascist 
aggressors and upholding the democracies. Equal- 
ity, in addition to its able attacks on Coughlin, etc., 
naturally ran an editorial on the world situation 
entitled: “Prepare for War.” After the charac- 
teristic outcries against appeasement and Amer- 
ican isolationism fashionable in communist circles 
at the time, the editorial stated: 

“This—this is the result of appeasement and of our 
isolationism. The brigands have been given a free hand 

‘and they have used it with efficiency. And every day, 
as a direct result, the world has inevitably been moving 
closer to war, America included.” 

“We have been aiding the war makers by our so-called 

ce policy.” 

“Out of sheer self interest, if not for higher motives, 
the time has come to discard our isolationism, to ac- 
knowledge the mistake of a neutrality policy which has 
not made for neutrality but for subsidization of the 
war-makers.” 

“Let us support the Thomas amendment to the neu- 
trality act which gives the President the right to withold 
aid to aggressors and to provide aid to the victims of 
aggression.” 

To bolster its position, the same issue ran an 
impressive list of Hitler’s violated promises and 
quotations from Mein Kampf calculated to make 
the Nazi menace plain. 

At this period it was also clear to the editors 
of Equality that the conquering advance of fa- 
scism meant the destruction of Jewish rights, and 
American Jews were urged to be mindful of this 
simple truth. This was in the month of May, 
before the fateful August of 1939. That summer, 
Equality continued its good work against Hitler, 
as well as Coughlin, by publicizing stories of Ger- 
man refugees, Nazi concentration camps and Hit- 
ler’s “War on the Bible.” The September, 1939 
issue carried an editorial (obviously written be- 
fore the outbreak of the war) which ended with 
the appeal: “If only the democratic powers col- 
lectively asserted their united will.” By October, 
1939, a change took place. The leading editorial, 
“Now That War Has Come,” made no mention 
of the Nazi-Soviet pact, a curious omission under 
the circumstances, but it asked startlingly enough: 
“What shall we do in order to be spared the 
agony of this fascist-imperialist orgy of destruc- 
tion?” The guileless editors of Equality had ap- 
parently lost no time in discovering that they had 
been fooled all along and that the ‘democratic 
powers’ were really “imperialist’’. 








Since October, Equality’s passion for “peace” 


has increased by leaps and bounds. The same 
magazine that a few short months before had 
urged that the President be given the right “‘to 
aid the victims of aggression,” which protested 
against our Neutrality Act and our “‘peace policy,” 
lost no opportunity to lament every supposed lapse 
from our neutrality. It objected to the sale of air- 
planes to the Allies. Changing its original theme- 
song, that the advance of a victorious fascism 
meant the destruction of Jewry, Equality (Feb- 
ruary, 1940) now warned that “war will breed 
anti-Semitism. Jews especially must realize this. 
They must be in the fore-front of the fight for 
peace.” The magazine has shown a steadily di- 
minishing interest in the European scene and the 
effect of Nazi victories on the great Jewish com- 
munities there. For a magazine which pretends 
to a major preoccupation with Jewish problems, 
such aloofness is, to put it mildly, curious. Its 
present refrain: ‘Peace and economic security” 
bears a haunting resemblance to the “peace and 
jobs” chants which now grace all Stalinist tinged 
demonstrations. 

The core of the June, 1940, issue of Equality is 
“peace”. There are articles on “What M-Day 
Will Mean to You,” in which we read of the 
horrors that will befall America in case of war. 
The leading editorial expatiates on the theme 
that “‘by establishing Hitlerism in this country, 
“we shall not end Hitlerism in the world,” and 
urges: “Let us be on guard against the ‘steps 
short of war’ that lead inevitably to war’s brink,” 
and makes it clear that even loans and credits to 
the Allies would be an undesirable involvement. 

A second editorial in the same issue, “The 
Jews and Peace,” offers a special “Jewish” reason 
as to why Jews should oppose aid to the democ- 
racies. Joe McWilliams of the Christian Mobil- 
izers and other local fascists accuse Jews of war 
mongering. What answer can Jews make to such 
devotees of peace as McWilliams or Coughlin? 
A rejoinder that Spinoza and Maimonides were 
great philosophers will not suffice, as Equality 
sagely remarks. To quote the editorial: 

“Are we going to give these people the impression— 
and millions of others whom Joe McWilliams hasn't 
reached yet, but hopes to—that if they want Spinoza 
they can come to us, but if they want peace, they must 
follow McWilliams?” 

The deduction is obvious. If the Jews will 
oppose every effort to assist the adversaries of 
Hitler, then they will be washed clear in the 
eyes of the McWilliams public and they will be 
able to “throw the lie back into these smirking 
lips of his!” 

So now Jewish alarm is being twisted to other 
ends. It’s no longer “Hitler will get you if you 
don’t look out” but “McWilliams wil get you if 
you do look out.” After the valiant exposes of 


the McWilliams riff-raff which Equality has been 
running, it is somewhat astonishing to find the 
McWilliams-Coughlin mentality appealed to by 
its editors as a criterion for action. 

The communists have made no secret of their 
desire to win Jewish votes for their foreign policy. 
Earl Browder’s pamphlet is not the only one. 
There is a whole communist literature devoted to 
explaining the facts of life to the Jewish people. 
In the collective security days, the Jewish hate and 
fear of Hitler was exploited to the utmost. Now 
other fears are capitalized for a contrary pur- 
pose. We take it for granted that the communist 
propaganda machine will use any tactics it con- 
siders feasible in order to win disciples. If Equal- 
ity had contented itself with re-exposing Coughlin 
or his equivalents in every issue, we should have 
felt that there cannot be too much of this good 
work. However, since the concomitant of the 
local anti-fascist agitation is the complete espousal 
of the communist line in regard to world affairs, 
even when this line means a betrayal of the most 
vital Jewish interests, we feel that the Jewish pub- 
lic should be aware of the probable source of 
Equality’s inspiration. There are a number of 
Anglo-Jewish magazines which fight anti-Semitism 
in the United States. In this respect Equality en- 
joys no distinction. It does enjoy the dubious 
honor of being alone in its strict hewing to the 
communist line, a line which we consider neither 
“independent” nor likely to secure ‘democratic 
rights.” 
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Unremitting Pogrom in Poland 


by A. Hartglass 


For nine months Polish Jews have been 
subjected to an unbroken pogrom. 
In despair and fear many turn to suicide. 





Pogrom Without Let Up 


HE MOST horrifying aspect of German treat- 

ment of Jews in Poland is that a permanent 
state of pogrom has been instituted. Neither is 
this a pogrom of the type known to us from 
Jewish experience in Czarist Russia. The Russian 
type of pogrom seldom lasted longer than two or 
three days. At most several scores, or hundreds, 
or even some thousands of people were killed or 
wounded and a part of Jewish possessions was 
robbed or destroyed during a Russian pogrom. 
Then it would come to an end. The pogrom over, 
the status quo would be reestablished. But in 
Poland this state of affairs is now in its ninth 
month and the end is not yet in sight. 


Immediately after the entry of German troops 
into Warsaw, an order signed by the German 
commander declared that the Jewish population 
would not be molested, but the looting that has 
continued to this day began immediately after 
the publication of the order. Stores were robbed 
of their goods by German soldiers who pretended 
to be customers. They would enter a store, choose 
whatever goods they wished to the value of sev- 
eral hundred Zlotys, and pay only one Zloty. 
When the proprietor demanded the price of the 
goods, he would be threatened with death. At 


first an attempt was made ‘to keep the stores 


closed in order to avoid this form of looting. But 
the German authorities commanded that all stores 
must be kept open. Disobedience of this regula- 
tion was severely punishable on grounds of sabo- 
tage. Neither were residences excepted. The 
soldiery seized whatever it could. On the pretext 
of military confiscation, they would load all per- 
sonal possessions on trucks and haul them away. 
They seized all money they found despite a regu- 
lation which permitted each Jewish family to re- 
tain a maximum of 2,000 Zlotys. Not infrequently, 
even the clothes worn were removed. Complaints 
were of no avail. The only result of protest to the 
military authorities was imprisonment, a fine or 
flogging . . . for disrespect to German soldiers. 
The unremittting German pogrom in Poland 
differs from the traditional prototype in that its 
victims are forced to participate and to aid the 
looters. This was also the reason for the decree 
which ordered all Jews to register their property 
and possessions and of a later decree which for- 
bade selling any of the registered assets. Another 
difference is that whereas in earlier pogroms it 


was the intention of the looters to enrich them- 
selves, in the present case they are more concerned 
with impoverishing their victims. This explains 
why everything possible is taken “legally” and, 
on pain of severe punishment, it is ordered that 
all remaining possessions be delivered to the au- 
thorities or placed at their disposal. 

In the field of physical extermination the Nazi 
policy is similar to that practiced in the economic 
sphere. Again this is not a policy of slaughter 
which lasts a few days during which time one can 
either hide or defend himself. It is a systematic 
process of physical annihilation. In towns large 
and small, Jews are seized without any cause and 
some alibi is found to kill every tenth one. There 
does not remain a single Jewish community in 
Poland today where a definite percentage of Jews 
have not been killed. The executions are carried 
out in mass and with great cruelty long after all 
military operations in the country have come to an 
end. Neither is this a sudden outbreak of human 
savagery that is satiated and then repressed, but 
a systematic program of extermination which is re- 
peated in the same localities at definite intervals. 
It is done in the same brutal and coldly calculated 
manner which characterized the first wave of 
violence. Jews are commanded to run and are 
shot in the back; one group of Jews is com- 
manded to dig a grave for another group and is 
then forced to witness the execution and the burial 
of the others. After that they are ordered to dig 
a grave for themselves. The worth of Jewish 
life in the eyes of the Nazis may be gauged from 
the following incident that occurred in Warsaw 
in the building of the Department of Interior. 
At the request of the Germans, a group of Jewish 
workers were sent to move some furniture. One 
of the workers, a man well on in middle age, 
found it difficult to lift a heavy piece of furniture. 
The Nazi officer, who was in command of the job, 
asked him with an expression of assumed sym- 
pathy whether the job was beyond his strength. 
The man answered in the affirmative. The officer 
declared he would give him easier work and told 
him to go into the yard and dig a small ditch. 
Then he drew his revolver and, in the presence of 
all other workers, shot him and had him buried 
in that ditch. When the Jews were ordered to 
vacate one of the residential quarters of Lodz, 
the wife of a Jewish doctor was sick that day 
and could not leave her home. The Nazi agent, 
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who came to check on the evacuation, was told 
that one sick woman could not be moved. He 
decided that since she was that sick she was no 
longer entitled to live and shot her in the presence 
of a number of witnesses. 

No one knows how many Jews are killed daily 
in the offices of the Gestapo, in the prisons and 
during questioning. No one knows how many 
died for lack of food and because of poor, unsani- 
tary conditions; how many froze on the roads 
when they were driven in snow and frost for tens 
of miles, frequently with only their underwear on; 
how many died from starvation and how many 
froze in the unheated cattle cars in which they 
were taken for days without even bread and water. 
Neither does anyone know definitely the number 
of dead from epidemics in the Lublin reservation 
or outside of it. 

The pogrom in Poland is not one that lasts a 
few days. It is a constant unrelenting campaign 
of extermination from which one cannot hide and 
against which one cannot defend himself. Every 
Jew in Poland knows that at any moment he may 
be faced with a martyr’s death. 


Terror by Day and by Night 


A martyr’s death in Poland is not the most 
terrible fate. Frequently death is an escape, 
both from fear as well as suffering. For 
there is not a single man or woman in Poland 
secure against being seized in his own home dur- 
ing the day or during the night and being thrown 
into a prison where unspeakable torture would be 
his fate. For months on end Jews in Poland go 
to sleep without undressing for fear that they 
would be aroused in the middle of the night and 
led to prison without being given an opportunity 
to dress. For months on end they hardly dare 
sleep at night and awake in fright at every sound 
in the street, at the slamming of a door, at the 
noise of footsteps in the hall or on the stairs, lest 
these be the steps of a Nazi agent. 

Then there is the constant awareness that at 
any moment one might be drafted to “work”. It 
has become impossible to attend to any occupa- 
tion because of this constant threat of being taken 
to “work” whose only purpose is a gratification 
of the sadistic impulses of the Nazis. Were there 
any purpose to this “work”, old men and children 
would not be taken. As it is, Jews are seized with- 
out regard to age or sex. On the way they are 
beaten with the butts of rifles or rubber trun- 
cheons, they are commanded to sing and to dance 
in the street, to undress and lie down in the mud. 
On the “job” itself, unspeakable cruelty is: prac- 
ticed. For the slightest reason and for no reason 
at all they are mercilessly beaten. Frequently they 
are ordered to complete within a specified time a 
job which not even professional athletes could 
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accomplish. When they fail to finish the assigned 


task there are again beatings to the point of un- , 


consciousness. At other times Jews drafted for 
work are not assigned any labor at all but are 
compelled to amuse the Aryan masters. The only 
purpose is to humiliate the victims and destroy all 
feeling of self respect. It is therefore not sur- 
prising that Jews hide at home for weeks on end. 

Murderous beatings every day, every place, is 
the lot of Polish Jews now. They are beaten at 
home and in the street, during searches, while they 
await their turn before stores or offices and when 
they are “interviewed” in the offices. Nor do 
women fare any beter. Everything is done to 
degrade the Jewish women. During the house 
searches, especially when these take place at night, 
they are ordered to-disrobe in the presence of men 
who are often strangers. Many Jewish girls have 
been seized in the streets by the Nazis and raped. 
The German “racial purity” laws are forgotten 
where Jewish women of Poland are concerned. 
It is impossible to establish the number of rape 
cases that occur during these night searches and 
in the offices of the Gestapo. Nor is there a 
limit to the ingenuity of the Nazi sadists in humil- 
iating Jewish womanhood. But any number of 
cases are known. In the early part of December 
Gestapo officials broke into the residence of an 
unmarried Jewish woman who had been practicing 
law in Warsaw. A number of girls as well as a 
young married couple who had fled from Lodz 
were in the house at the time. The brave war- 
riors of Goebbels and Goering forced all the 
women to undress and dance on a table. Then, 
under threat of punishment, they forced the mar- 
ried pair to copulate in the presence of all the 
others. These are only a few samples of the 
practices of the ‘‘superior race.” 

All Jewish schools in Poland have been closed. 
Huge numbers are being arrested and Jewish in- 
tellectuals are quietly being exterminated. The 
general process of Jewish extermination proceeds 
on all fronts, physical, economic, moral and spir- 
itual. And this has been going on for eight 
months now. Many can no longer bear the con- 
stant fear for their lives, the unremitting terror 
of unbearable humiliation, the unceasing reports 
of murder and robbery. Those who reach this 
stage commit suicide. Businessmen who had been 
ordered to appear before the Gestapo commit 
suicide; women who are threatened by Nazi sol- 
diers or officers commit suicide; even old men 
choose death when they can no longer bear to see 
what goes on about them. Suicide has become a 
part of the daily routine of Polish Jewry and is 
preferred by many to the slow agony that con- 
fronts them. 

Because the pogrom in Poland is unremitting, 
it is much worse than earlier pogroms in Czarist 
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Russia despite the fact that in-any one day its 
victims may be fewer than those in Russia. We 
all remember or have read about the blood curdl- 
ing situation in Czarist Russia when Jews hiding 
in their homes heard the cries of their neighbors 
who were being slaughtered and knew that in 
another moment or two their own turn might 
come. But this terror lasted a few days at the 
most while in Poland it is now in its ninth month. 
It is impossible to give an adequate idea, to one 
who had not witnessed it, of the state of mind of 
a Polish Jew of today who has been uncertain of 
his life for such a long time and can neither hide at 
home nor in the street—the special arm band 
which every Jew must wear singles him out even 
in a crowd—who, when he goes to sleep, is not 
sure that he will not be dragged from bed to be 
tortured and humiliated or forced to witness the 
agonies of those dear to him. It is equally impos- 
sible to give an adequate description of the state 
of mind of one who had been ordered to appear 
before the Gestapo for questioning and feels as if 
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the noose is already about his neck, a noose which 
is alternately tightened and loosened by the sadistic 
tormentors until the final moment—a moment 
which might come at any time but he never knows 
when. Nor is it possible to understand completely 
the physical and moral condition of one who daily, 
for eight months, continues to hear that one of his 
neighbors had been robbed, another killed, a third 
driven from his house, a fourth tormented and 
humiliated—the while he knows that at any mo- 
ment this might be his fate too. It is impossible to 
describe these adequately; only one who has lived 
under these conditions can fully grasp the horror 
of the situation. But one who has seen all these 
things happen, one who has seen the grey bearded 
old Jews in their long caftans being driven in 
crowded trucks to the scene of physical and spir- 
itual agony, maliciously referred to by the Nazis 
as a ‘‘work assignment,” one who has caught the 
look of despairing helplessness in their eyes, will 
be haunted by it the rest of his life. 


John L. Lewis —Would- Be Dictator 


Lewis' ambition to dominate explains 
his recent puzzling political maneuvers 





r THOSE who know John L. Lewis only 
since 1935, he is an enigma, a riddle. They 
find it hard to understand why Lewis is so stub- 
bornly set against the restoration of peace in the 
labor movement. Can’t he see what is so patent 
to every impartial observer, that unity in the 
ranks of labor would greatly benefit the member- 
ship of the C. I. O. as well as the rest of the 
labor movement? 

Still more perplexing or even sicnibidings to them 
is the position that Lewis is assuming in the 
domain of national politics. Lewis, the chairman 
of Labor’s Non-Partisan League in the role of an 
opponent of the New Deal, as advisor to the Re- 
publican Party, as apologist for Hoover—the 
same Hoover who had received the bonus march- 
ers with clubs and tear gas bombs—this is simply 
unthinkable! And yet, this is exactly the role 
that John L. Lewis is playing this day. 

For those, however, who know Lewis since 
1920, when he first assumed the presidency of the 
United Mine Workers’ Union, the Lewis riddle 
is no puzzle at all. To them the Lewis of today 
is the same old Lewis that he always was. 

In the book “Men Who Lead Labor” by Min- 
ton and Stuart there is to be found a single short 
sentence which epitomizes the character of John 
L. Lewis very correctly and aptly thus: “Wher- 


ever John L. Lewis went he attempted to domi- 
nate, and he usually succeeded.” 


In these few words we have the key to the Lewis 


riddle. 


The motivating force of the Lewis personality 
is... @ burning desire to boss, to rule, to dominate 
everyone he comes in contact with. That desire 
is writ large all over the entire activity of John 
L. Lewis as organizer, as president of the United 
Mine Workers’ Union, and now as leader of 
the C. I. O. 


Lewis’s presidency of the United Mine Work- 
ers’ Union is a black page that stands alone in the 
annals of American labor. In his machinations 
to consolidate his power in the organization and 
to perpetuate his domination over the mine work- 
ers, he knew no bounds. He resorted to every 
trick of politics and demagogy. With an iron 
hand he put down every opposition. He expelled 
from the organization individual leaders such as 
Farrington, Howat, Brophy, as well as entire 
groups of socialists, communists, and others. His 
“red-baiting” campaign, which found its culmina- 
tion in the exclusion of all communists from mem- 
bership in the union, had no equal. To gain the 
“‘check-off” he did not hesitate to sacrifice the vital 
interests of the miners in the pits. 
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After twelve years of his stewardship, the 
United Mine Workers’ Union had lost two-thirds 
of its membership; of the remaining 150,000 but 
a small proportion were dues paying members of 
the union. In the words of Minton and Stuart: 
“By 1932, it looked as though John L. Lewis, 
self-proclaimed Samson of Labor, had not only 
been clipped by the employers, but had had his 
head shaved as well...” 

Then Roosevelt and the New Deal appeared 
on the national scene. Lewis at once saw an 
opportunity to strengthen the United Mine Work- 
ers’ Union, as well as to organize the unorganized 
workers who competed with the miners—the coal 
workers in the “captive mines” supplying coal 
to the steel mills, the other workers of the steel 
and automobile industries, the workers in such 
industries as natural gas and oil, the direct com- 
petitors of coal, etc. When friends of labor every- 
where saw the energy with which Lewis threw 
himself into the task of organizing the unorgan- 
ized workers, they decided to forget his past 
record and give him all possible support. Al- 
though a great many could never condone Lewis's 
past, they were happy to see him at last applying 
his boundless energy to a most desirable task— 

nizing the unorganized. 

3 oe himself felt the need to allay fears based 
on his past record, and he attempted to do so by 
making the following statement: “I don't give a 
hang what happened yesterday. I live for today 
and tomorrow. I will say only this; it takes 
every man some time to find himself in this world, 
to decide what he wants to do with himself. It 
took me longer than most people.” _ 

All men of good will: were inclined to give 
Lewis the benefit of the doubt. However, it 
did not take them long to find out that a man can- 
not escape his spiritual shadow any more than his 
physical shadow. Lewis is no exception to this 
rule. The longer the schism in the ranks of 
labor continues, the more evident it becomes that 
widening and extending the field over which he 
could exert his natural urge for domination means 
more to Lewis than organizing the workers in the 
mass-production industries. 


BRIEF review of the facts relating to the 
A split in the labor movement should suffice to 
demonstrate the senselessness of continuing the in- 
ternecine strife. After President Roosevlt popu- 
larized the idea of collective bargaining, the prob- 
lem of organizing the unorganized workers in the 
mass production industries was revived in the 
American Federation of Labor. Roosevelt had 


prepared the ground. He had tilled the soil and 
sown the seed. It was up to the labor movement 
to reap the harvest. Opportunity was knocking 
at the door of labor. Something had to be done, 
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and it was up to the 1935 convention of the A. F. 
of L. at San Francisco to make a start. 

Naturally, the leaders of the craft unions did 
not like the looks of things. They had neither 
the faith in the possibility of organizing the un- 
skilled workers, nor the willingness to give up their 
time honored jurisdictional monopoly rights which 
they had exercised over their respective trades. 
However, under pressure of the times they were 
compelled to give ground. The convention re- 
solved that the A. F. of L. should make an earnest 
attempt at organizing the unorganized. 

Although the financial means for the organiz- 
ing campaign at the disposal of the A. F. of L. 
were limited, the campaign was beginning to show 
distinct signs of success. The success of the 
campaign frightened the leaders of the craft 
unions and they determined to make an-end of it 
before it became too late. They began by sabo- 
taging the movement in various ways and ended 
up by mutilating it at the 1936 convention of the 
A. F. of L. at Atlantic City. The industrial unions 
that had been organized during the course of the 
year were dissolved, and their newly acquired 
membership was ordered broken up into its com- 
ponent trade parts and transferred to the various 
craft organizations. This step practically 
amounted to the complete liquidation of the entire 
campaign. 

The progressive elements in the A. F. of L. 
could not countenance with indifference this brazen 
attempt to sabotage an organizing campaign that, 
probably for the first time in the history of the 
American Labor Movement, held out every pro- 
mise of success. They were determined to do 
something about it even if they had to carry on 
with the means at their disposal and at their own 
expense the organizing work that the A. F. of L. 
was in duty bound to do but was hampered in 
doing. Right on the heels of the A. F. of L. con- 
vention, where the organizing campaign was liqui- 
dated, eight international unions, affiliates of the 
A. F. of L., met in conference and organized the 
“Committee for Industrial Organization” (C. I. 
O.) with the sole object of carrying on the cam- 
paign. The leaders of the craft unions immedi- 
dately raised the cry that the C. I. O. was a dual 
union usurping the jurisdictional rights of their 
organizations and demanded that if the respective 
international unions do not forthwith resign from 
the C. I. O. they be expelled from the A. F. of L. 
The leadership of the A. F. of L. had identified 
itself completely with this strictly formalistic atti- 
tude. The eight international unions were or- 
dered to withdraw from the C. I. O. Upon their 
refusal, they were suspended from the A. F. of L. 
by order of its executive council. 

Thus two controversial problems defying solu- 
tion arose. The first problem was of a purely or- 














[ ro 


a oe « WE on oll oc a @ EE ew oso) 


fe 2 he > a> pall ar el’  * ;  e ..  . hn 


nA fF wD OM ct me, ® 


evden ap TE . ia ap Te ~* EE. on es et 


mr “7 


-— ~~ - «bh =~ lOO [lee AS 





\. F. 


; did 
ither 
> un- 
their 
thich 
ides. 
were 
1 re- 
rnest 


aniz- 
Em 
show 

the 
craft 
of it 
a bo- 
nded 
F the 
Lions 
f the 
lired 
com- 
"ious 
cally 
ntire 


a 
azen 
that, 
' the 
pro- 
» do 
y on 
own 
FE. 
d in 
con- 
iqui- 
the 
| the 
| ? 
cam- 
1edi- 
dual 
their 
tive 
rom 
fi. 
ified 
atti- 

or- 
heir 
'is 


solu- 
, Or- 











Jury, 1940 


ganizational character. Did the executive council 
have the right to suspend the eight international 
unions, only two months away from the national 
convention, depriving them of representation at 
the convention? What was the reason for this 
hasty action? Why wasn’t the entire matter re- 
ferred to the convention for final solution? It was 
evident that the real intent of the hasty suspension 
was to secure a clear majority at the convention 
for the craft union side of the controversy. 

The second problem was of still greater im- 
portance, for it concerned a matter of principle. 
To what extent are the jurisdictional rights of 
affliated unions operative? Are there no limits at 
all to these rights of jurisdiction? Suppose that a 
union having jurisdiction over a certain industrial 
sector neglects its primary duty of organizing its 
special field? Wasn’t it the duty of the central 
body to do the work which the autonomous union 
had failed to do? Shouldn’t the central body be 
provided both with the rights and the means to 
fulfill its duty? And if the central body, too, 
failed in its duty, and some of its affiliates stepped 
in to do that work on their own responsibility and 
at their own expense, was there any justification 
for branding such action as dualism or, worse still, 
treason ?. 

In other words, the real grievance of the sus- 
pended international unions against the executive 
council of the A. F. of L. was not so much the 
suspension itself but the reason for the suspension, 
the fact that they were suspended for no other 
crime than helping to organize workers. 

Here was a question of principle, where com- 
promise was hardly possible. The suspended in- 
ternational unions refused to leave the C. I. O. 
and to give up the organizing work until such time 
as the A. F. of L. itself would demonstrate a dis- 
position to carry on the work in good faith. The 
tremendous success of the C. I. O. organizing cam- 
paign was the best possible proof that the eight 
international unions were right in their appraisal 
of the possibilities of the New Deal era. Both 
public and labor opinion were won over to the 
side of the C. I. O. 

The A. F. of L. had taken a terrible beating 
all along the line. It was discredited and isolated. 
It practically admitted defeat and was asking for 
peace. At the ensuing peace conference in 1937, 
the A. F. of L. had demonstrated an unmistakable 
desire to compromise, if not to capitulate alto- 
gether. It agreed to the folowing propositions: 


(1) to reinstate the eight suspended international 
unions; (2) to concede the principle of industrial 
unionism for the mass production industries; (3) 
to take in all of the new international unions that 
the C. I. O. had organized, after jurisdictional 
differences between the parallel or dual unions 
had been ironed out at conferences between the 
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respective unions in every industry separately. 
General peace was to be established only after all 
such differences were straightened out. 

The representatives of both the C. I. O. and the 
A. F. of L. mutually agreed on these terms. It 
can easily be seen from these terms that the C. I. 
O. was vindicated. It had won the day and, what 
is more, it had attained everything it set out to 
attain. There was nothing to fight for any more. 
Peace in the labor movement seemed at hand. 

But after everything was mutually agreed upon 
something happened to upset the apple cart. It 
was John L. Lewis. At the last moment he step- 
ped in and vetoed the entire plan to which the 
delegates of his own C. I. O. had given their 
approval. Lewis did not like the conferences 
that were to be held in every industry separately 
before a general peace could be established. He 
had a better plan. His plan was this: Let the 
A. F. of L. take in the C. I. O. unions at once, 
before any other step is taken and the jurisdic- 
tional conferences in the various industries could 
wait. 

Lewis is not a novice in the labor movement. 
He knew perfectly well, that his plan would cause 
more disagreement and rancor in the ranks of 
labor than ever before. Instead of bringing 
peace, his plan would in reality extend the line of 
battle into practically every union, and cause a 
babel of confusion. Lewis’ astounding action of 
nullifying the peace agreement at the last moment 
and of offering a plan all his own, cannot be ex- 
plained otherwise than by an understanding of his 
unsatiable appetite for power and domination. 
For Lewis the cleavage in the labor movement 
had lost its principal character long ago. He has 
transformed it into a personal feud against Green, 
Hutcheson, Woll, Wharton and the other A. F. of 
L. leaders. He is more interested in teaching 
these “enemies” of his a lesson, in destroying 
them, than in the question of principle involved 
in the struggle. Still worse is the fact that, if 
peace in the labor movement could possibly reduce 
his field for domination and his chances of speak- 
ing in the name of a national labor body, Lewis 
would do everything in his power to prevent the 
conclusion of peace. 

The explanation is very simple indeed: The 
leopard has not changed his spots. If he cannot 
rule he is determined to ruin. 

The same thing is being repeated in the field 
of national politics. In the entire history of the 
United States there never was a president who had 
done so much for labor as Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
There is no need at this time to try to enumerate 
what he had done. This is common knowledge. 
If Lewis’ United Mine Workers’ Union is today 
a powerful organization with a rich treasury, at 
least part of the credit for this should go to Roose- 
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velt. At the time Roosevelt assumed the presi- 
‘dency, the same organization was forced to resort 
to the charity of other labor organizations in order 
to keep alive. If Lewis is today a leader of a 
national labor body and has become a figure of 
national importance, he has no one but Roosevelt 
to thank for it. 

Some one else in his place would have remained 
loyal to the president. But not so with Lewis. He 
knows no loyalty. The only loyalty he has ever 
known is . . . loyalty to himself. On the contrary, 
he expects Roosevelt to be loyal to him. Labor’s 
non-partisan league had spent five hundred thov- 
sand dollars in the campaign to re-elect the presi- 
dent, and for this, Lewis feels, the president owes 
him an abiding loyalty unto death. Worse still, 
Lewis has made a spectacle of himself by publicly 
presenting that “‘bill’”’ and demanding payment. 

To the ears of any morally normal person such 
action is jarring. One gets nauseated at 
Lewis’ display of horse traders business standards 
that are inherent in such talk. The attempt on the 
part of Lewis, who is the creation of Roosevelt, 
to dominate the president, borders on the ridicu- 
lous. But Lewis does not feel it at all. 

The kind of loyalty that Lewis seems to expect 
from the President is quite appalling. It is enough 
for Roosevelt to receive William Green at the 
White House to cause Lewis to indulge in a vit- 
riolic attack on the President. 
an ego-centric personality cries out from every one 
of Lewis’ attacks against Roosevelt. It is useless 
to try to guess at the precise reason for his enmity 
for Roosevelt. Lewis may have expected the 
President to appoint him secretary of labor. He 
may have expected Roosevelt to groom him for 
the Presidency of the United States. He may simp- 
ly be sore that Roosevelt appointed Sidney Hill- 
man to membership in the National Advisory De- 
fense Commission instead of him. Perhaps he ex- 
pected Roosevelt to act as his messenger boy in 
many ways, particularly in his fight against Green 
and Hutcheson. One can never tell. One can never 
plumb the lower depths of an ego-centric per- 
sonality. 

In his fight on the President Lewis will stop at 
nothing. He is ready to white wash even Hoover 
in the hope that Roosevelt may seem somewhat 
blacker by comparison. However, Lewis’ pur- 
pose is so transparent that even a child can see 
through it. He cannot hope to delude anyone, 
much less the labor movement. 

His blast against the President at the conven- 
tion of his own union sometime ago was promptly 
repudiated by the delegates. At the conventions 
of the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union and of the Amalgamated Clothing Work- 
ers’ Union, Roosevelt was enthusiastically en- 
dorsed for a third term. Various locals of the 
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C. I. O. throughout the country are openly pro- 
testing against Lewis for his attacks on the Presi- 
dent. His own closest lieutenants of recent years, 
Murray, Kennedy, and Hillman are openly out 
for the President. Lewis knows only too well that 
his opposition to Roosevelt has no following in 
the labor movement, that he represents few aside 
from himself. That is the real reason why, for 
some time, he has been looking around for allies 
among Communists, the National Youth Congress, 
Negro organizations, Townsendites and finally .. . 
among the Republicans. At last Lewis is among 
his own people. Surely, he will not find it very 
dificult to convince the Republicans that Roose- 
velt is not fit to be re-elected again to the office 
once graced by such illustrous names as Harding, 
Coolidge and . . . Hoover. 


RECALL a certain interview that Lewis had 

given some twenty years ago to the press, which 
may greatly help us in reaching an evaluation of 
Lewis’ conception of the duties and responsibili- 
ties of labor leadership. That happened at the 
end of 1919. The world war was over. The 
miners, however, were still groaning under the 
yoke of an agreement that the union had signed 
with the war time Federal Fuel Administration, 
pledging itself not to make any demands for im- 
proved conditions during the course of the war. 
Although the Federal Fuel Administration itself 
had already been liquidated, the government at 
Washington maintained the untenable position 
that the war was not yet liquidated and that the 
miners had no right to make new demands. Un- 
der pressure of rising prices the mine workers 
became restive. Despite the position of the gov- 
ernment, they knew that the war was over. They 
made demands upon the employers, and when 
those demands were refused, they were finally 
forced to strike. Representatives of the press were 
trying to interview Lewis, the new leader of the 
miners. For several days he dodged them, but 
finally they got hold of him and he was compelled 
to say something. And what did the great labor 
leader have to say to the press? 


He had nothing to say about the tremendous 
rise in prices which was weighing so heavily on the 
miners’ families. In fact, he said nothing about 
the social aspect of the strike. All he said was 
this: “Being a leader of the miners is the same 
as being counsel for a client in litigation; and just 
like the lawyer, he owes his entire allegiance to 
his client, thé mine workers, and nothing to the 
public at large...” 


Somehow I have the feeling that to this day 
Lewis has not succeeded in freeing himself from 
this crude conception of the duties of labor leader- 
ship. That, however, does not prevent him from 
talking in the name of labor when it suits his per- 
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sonal aims. So far as the problems of peace in 
the labor movement: and his attitude towards 
Roosevelt are concerned, there can be no doubt 
that Lewis speaks for no one but himself. His 
presumption in speaking on these topics in the 
name of labor is a refinement of cruelty toward 
the labor movement. It is high time for the labor 
movement, its C. I. O. branch in particular, to be- 
come as articulate as possible in proclaiming to 
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the world that lawyer-leader Lewis does not speak 
for his “client” at all, that, at least as far as peace 
in the labor movement and President Roosevelt 
are concerned, lawyer-leader Lewis has long since 
ceased to represent his labor client, and as such 
has lost his ‘‘standing” in the court of public 
opinion. 

It must be made ever clearer, that Lewis speaks 
for Lewis alone, and for no one else. 


Mexico on the Eve 


by Solomon Kahan 


A discussion of the social forces 
operating in Mexico as the country 
prepares to elect a new president 





HREE FACTORS characterize the specific 

atmosphere in which presidential elections will 
take place in Mexico this month: the international 
situation, the struggle for economic independence 
and the democratic background of the country. 

The political horizon within Mexico would be 
much different were it not for the war now being 
fought in Europe. But under the circumstances as 
they now are, the liberal and progressive part of 
the Mexican people comes to the presidential elec- 
tions much strengthened while the conservaive and 
reactionary elements are weakened. The known 
as well as the hidden fascist elements in Mexico 
have suffered a severe blow as a result of Hitler’s 
victories in Europe and the revelation of his use 
of fifth column and Trojan Horse tactics. Noth- 
ing could have harmed the banner bearers of 
fascism in Mexico more than the news from the 
European battlefields. 

We must bear in mind that in Mexico there 
exists a traditional sympathy for the German peo- 
ple. The Mexicans, who are better known for 
their spiritual tension than for self-discipline and 
diligence, have always admired German organ- 
izational ability and capacity for work. The 
notably individualistic Mexican was intrigued by 
the strongly collective activities which he saw 
among the Germans. The German choral so- 
cieties and similar organizations and institutions 
appeared in Mexican public life much more fre- 
quently than the institutions of any other foreign 
colony in the country and the trait of collective 
effort which characterized them, so lacking among 
Mexicans themselves, impressed the people. As 
a result the term ‘Alleman’ (German) became a 
highly valued concept for the average Mexican as 
well as for the Mexican intelligentzia. This was 
true despite the fact that schools and universities 
almost exclusively resorted to French textbooks. 
The Mexican people also remember with deep 





gratitude the research work of Alexander von 
Humboldt for their country and his later activity 
in acquainting the world with their land. Hum- 
boldt established the tradition of contact between 
German scholars and Mexico. Not only were the 
most fundamental researches concerning Mexico’s 
antiquities, of the pre-Cortez era, conducted by 
German scientists. Even today, when frequent 
archeological scientific expeditions to Yucatan and 
other historic Mexican spots are organized from 
the United States, the works of the German schol- 
ars continue to be of basic importance for every 
explorer. 

In addition it is important to note that of all the 
foreign colonies in Mexico the Germans were most 
intimately associated with the Mexican population, 
maintained neighborly relations, attended Mex- 
ican theatres and concerts and, from time to time, 
intermarried with the native Mestizos. Before 
Hitler poisoned the German minds with his racial 
madness, the Germans were the least likely of all 
foreigners in the country to look down upon the 
Mexican Mestizo and Indian population. 

This sympathy for the Germans was especially 
noted during the first world war when ninety per 
cent of the Mexicans—and this is no exaggeration 
—were pro-German. Mexico’s neutrality in the 
last war was, to a considerable extent, the result of 
a policy of spite toward the United States and its 
“big stick” attitude toward the Latin American 
countries. But it was even more the result of 
popular feeling which would have rebelled against 
any president who dared declare war on Germany. 
The harmful consequences of that policy on rela- 
tions with the United States are largely a result of 
the deep rooted Mexican sympathy for Germany. 

But this attitude of respect and admiration 
suffered a severe jolt in recent times. While Hit- 
ler’s achievements, and especially his constant 
provocations against the countries that dictated 
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the peace of Versailles, evoked sympathy, the 
Nazi Nurenberg laws and racial theories irked 
the average literate Mexican. One should re- 
member that the five to six million Mestizos, who 
are the backbone of the Mexican people, are the 
offspring of Indians and white settlers and are very 
sensitive to the propaganda about higher and 
lower races. They suffer from an inferiority com- 
plex on this score and are easily aroused when- 
ever their status in western civilization and society 
is questioned. When an important section of the 
Mexican public began a struggle against Hitlerism, 
it was not so much the political, cultural or socio- 
economic aspects of German fascism that they at- 
tacked as its racial theories. A further blow to 
Nazi prestige was struck two years ago when it 
became known that Berlin prohibited all Germans 
living in the country from marrying Mexican wo- 
men on the grounds of the racial inferiority of 
the latter. Not even hundreds of lectures by the 
anti-Nazi ‘League for German Culture,” an or- 
ganization that enjoys the sympathy of the Car- 
denas government and, until the Nazi-Soviet pact, 
also enjoyed the good will of Toledano’s mighty 
Mexican Confederation of Labor, could have done 
as much damage to pro-German sentiments. ~ 

Much deeper is the break in the sympathy of 
the average Mexican for Germany since the Nazi 
hordes commenced their devastation of the nations 
of Europe. The instinct of self preservation tells 
the Mexicans that a Hitler victory might place 
Latin America, including Mexico, in mortal dan- 
ger. It is also true that the one time mistrust of 
the United States has been weakened to a great 
extent since Roosevelt became president and em- 
barked on a concrete policy of good neighborly 
relations. The Mexicans feel that this policy is 
not intended as a cloak for imperialist motives. 
They would therefore not be panicky over a Hitler 
victory in Europe because of the feeling of security 
engendered by the friendly attitude of the mighty 
neighbor of the north. But the Mexicans are also 
aware of the fact that the United States too are 
tragically unprepared for an immediate struggle 
with Hitler, should that prove necessary. Hence, 
the determination of the government and of the 
vast majority of the people to conduct a stubborn 
fight against the fifth column and Trojan horses 
in the country. Hence also, the increased alert- 
ness toward the activities of the Germans in Mex- 
ico as a group and individually and the desperately 
courageous step of deporting from the country 
the main Nazi propagandist, the press chief of 
the Nazi embassy as well as a number of other 
agitators. 

This is also the reason for the Mexican shift 
from an attitude of neutrality to one of sympathy 
for the Allies, even though this change was never 
officially sanctioned or acknowledged. In this 
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connection, it is necessary to mention the decision 
of the Mexican government to close down the pro- 
Hitler daily newspaper which recently began to be 
published by the Mexican Fascists and was sub- 
sidized by the German embassy. A similar step 
was taken ‘to suppress the pro-fascist weekly maga- 
zine edited by the one time liberal minister of edu- 
cation, Dr. Jose Vasconselos, who is now an expo- 
nent of fascist ideology. 

The introduction of general, one-year military 
service in addition to military training in all 
schools without exception and the establishment of 
a national defense council responsible for the pro- 
tection of the country in case of the invasion of 
Mexico by a European power, are outstanding 
symptoms of the manner in which the Mexican 
people reacted to the Nazi triumphs in Europe. 
These are also an indication of the new policy of 
following a line common with that of the United 
States so far as further defense measures are 
concerned. The general sentiment in Mexico is 
at present so strongly anti-Nazi that even the can- 
didate of the conservative and reactionary group, 
General Almazan, who until recently stubbornly 
evaded taking a stand on Mexico’s policies toward 
events in Europe and insisted on continued Mexi- 
can neutrality in the European conflict, was final- 
ly forced to state clearly that ‘‘Hitler’s dictator- 
ship is doomed to extinction as a final result of 
the war.” The outspoken anti-fascist attitude of 
the majority of the Mexican people is expressed 
in the leading editorials of the most important 
papers. Characteristic in this respect are the 
following quotations from a number of editorials 
in the most widely read and politically most influ- 
ential Mexican newspaper El Universal: “It is an 
inconceivable and terrible fact that there are still 
individuals in our country who are happy at the 
victories of aggression and the defeat and destruc- 
tion of other countries who are our brothers at 
least in their weakness.” “Let no one dare say 
‘The Germans love Mexico. They have never 
done us any harm.’ They have not done so be- 
cause hitherto they could not; but what assurance 
have we that they will respect our independence 
now? A power which is capable of slaughtering 
thousands of Norwegians, Dutch, Belgians and 
other people in brutal invasions, a power which 
surpasses in brutality even the Mongol conquer- 
ors, will not stop when a nation belonging to a 
‘lower race’ is concerned. For the German dicta- 
torship even the Anglo-Saxons, the Italians, and 
the Spanish are members of a ‘lower race.’ How, 
then, must Hitler consider the Indians of Mexico? 
What could be the fate awaiting us, Latin Amer- 
ican Mestizos and Creoles? To Hitler we are 
merely so much dust, dirt, nothing.” 

On the occasion of Italy’s entrance into the 
war the same paper declared: “If totalitarianism 
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should emerge victorious in the present world 
conflict, it will signify the beginning of a terrible 
period of world decline. The concepts of justice, 
morality and human conscience will disappear. 
Black night will cover civilization.” 


The only exceptions to the unanimous tone of 
the Mexican press were the Nazi paper in the 
Spanish language, the Communist daily newspaper 
and, strange to relate, the organ of Lombardo 
Toledano’s influential labor organization, El Pop- 
ular. This paper, which at first was supported by 
Jewish advertisers because of its anti-fascist, con- 
sequently pro-Jewish, attitude, became “neutral” 
after the Nazi-Soviet pact. This development 
was also true of Toledano. 

But the Nazi paper has now been closed by the 
government; the communist Voice of Mexico 
writes as Moscow dictates and naturally cannot 
be expected to express an independent attitude. 
The publication of left wing groups in Mexican 
labor is at present a semi-private venture. It has 
learned nothing and forgotten nothing despite the 
fact that Toledano finally abandoned his Com- 
munist-Nazi position and publicly declared for 
support of France and England who, at the time, 
were still allies. 

Such have been the international influences that 
affected the inner atmosphere in Mexico on the 
eve of its presidential election. 


O FAR as the internal situation of the country 

is concerned, the presidential elections will take 
place under the mark of a general tendency to 
strengthen Mexico’s economic independence. The 
historic achievements of President Cardenas con- 
sist in the thoroughgoing changes he introduced 
in Mexican life and in his daring to pass from the 
high sounding words and postulates of the Mex- 
ican constitution of 1917 to concrete actions. Steps 
which Obregon postponed because of high politi- 
cal considerations and Calles delayed while hiding 
his inactivity behind a veil of demagogy, Cardenas 
put into effect. The expropriation of the oil wells 
for the benefit of the Mexican ‘people places Car- 
denas together with the three other great rulers of 
Mexico: Hidalgo, Morelos and Juarez. How- 
ever, the expropriation of the oil wells resulted in 
colossal economic difficulties and complications. 
It will be the task of the next president to solve 
these. The primary conditions which the Mexican 
people impose on all presidential candidates are 
the preservation of the historic achievement of 
Cardenas and an uncompromising stand on the 
question of the nationalized oil wells. This ac- 
counts for the strong position of Avila Camacho, 
who is a true disciple of Cardenas and follows in 
his footsteps in all matters pertaining to the na- 
tional program. The reactionary candidate, Al- 
mazan, on the other hand, is willing to come to 
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terms with the oil companies and to reach a “‘just 
agreement” with them. This fact alone, aside 
from a number of ther factors which make him 
unacceptable to the Mexican people, suffices to 
weaken his chances of being elected. 

Almazan is a general with marked commercial 
ability and has succeeded in amassing considerable 
wealth during the thirty years of his military serv- 
ice to the Mexican government. His wealth is esti- 
mated at thirty million pesos. He is opposed to 
at least three-quarters of the program of Cardenas 
and Camacho. On his side are lined up all the 
reactionary and nearly all the fascist elements in 
Mexico, including the brutal anti-Semitic organ- 
ization of the ‘National Vanguard.” When press 
representatives recently asked him how it came 
about that such people were among his supporters, 
he declared that the “National Vanguard” had no 
direct influence on the conduct of his election cam- 
paign. “I wish to state,” he added, “that true 
to its tradition, Mexico has never differentiated 
between races or religions; Mexico never differen- 
tiated between Jews and other people. I believe 
that Mexico should continue to preserve this un- 
limited tolerance in order to remain a country 
in which peace and good will serve as a basis for 
the flowering of all classes in our society.” 

Avila Camacho and Almazan, the two main 


presidential candidates, represent two widely dif- 
fering trends among the Mexican people. Hand in 
hand with Almazan go those elements who long 
for a restoration of conditions as they once had 
been and for the abrogation of the progressive 
constitution of 1917 that opened the way for 


modern life and industrialization. This constitu- 
tion resulted in higher economic standards and a 
greater measure of human dignity and self respect 
for the Mexican masses. The semi-feudal order 
that existed in Mexico for thirty-four years under 
the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz was finally 
shaken, albeit not completely eradicated, by the 
Mexican revolution. 

Together with Avila Camacho goes the labor 
movement led by the highly educated, tremen- 
dously ambitious, personally honest but politically 
demagogic, Lombardo Toledano. The peasantry, 
the radical intellectuals and the government beau- 
raucracy also back Camacho. Camacho’s chief 
strength thus lies in his program which does not 
deviate by a hair’s breadth from the aims of 
President Cardenas. 


I nw THIRD characteristic trait of the Mexi- 
can elections is the fact that for the first time 
in the history of the country they will take place 
in a truly free and democratic atmosphere. Car- 
denas leaves the presidency deeply proud of the 
fact that throughout the six years of his adminis- 
tration not a single political opponent was killed 
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and the prisons remained free of political dissent- 
ers, something previously unheard of in Mexico 
and of tremendous historical significance. He is 
also determined not to indulge in the political farce 
of being the power behind the throne, as was done 
by his predecessor, Calles, until Cardenas made 
him skip. Judging from Cardenas’ actions to 
date, the Mexican people will be free to express 
their true will at the polls. In so far as the peo- 
ple will avail themselves of this opportunity the 
Mexican elections this month will be a democratic 
expression of popular preference. We may al- 
ready say with certainty that Camacho commands 
a majority of popular support and will also enjoy 
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the loyalty of the army which is still an important 
factor in determining who the president of 
Mexico shall be. This loyalty of the military 
forces is one of the accomplishments of President 
Cardenas who, to a large extent, cleared this insti- 
tution of the pretorian guard spirit, previously so 
rampant, and substituted instead a consciousness 
of democratic duty to the people and self disci- 
pline. 


With Avila Camacho as president, the sixteen 
thousand Jews of Mexico will be assured of their 
civil and political rights (which they still use but 
little) for the next six years. 


Lenin—Portrait of a Bolshevik 


by Hayim Greenberg 


The following article is part of a longer 
work on Lenin that will appear in a 
volume of essays to be published soon 





AXIM GORKI once wrote about Lenin as 

follows: “In this tough politician one some- 
times sees the light of almost feminine tenderness, 
the dream of future happiness for all . . . His 
private life is such that in a more religious age 
people would accept him as a saint.” 

On Gorki’s part this was not a casual compli- 
ment nor would it be correct to say that he had 
no grounds for this characterization. Many who 
had known Lenin intimately were overcome by 
a feeling of inferiority when confronted with his 
ascetic mode of life and capacity for self abnega- 
tion. For himself—in the narrow conventional 
sense of the word—Lenin sought nothing and de- 
manded nothing. One may justly say that of the 
entire group of old Bolsheviks who in 1917 at- 
tained almost unlimited power over a sixth part 
of the earth’s surface, Lenin was almost the only 
one who did not become dizzy with success and 
escaped the demoralization that goes with power. 
He was able to consider himself the tool of the 
revolution and merely wished that the weapon 
named Lenin should be properly utilized. The 
triumph of his party did not even bring him a new 
suit of clothes.’ (He did not choose to take it for 
he had it within his power to take whatever he 
wanted.) During the weeks that he lived in the 
Kseshinska palace hé walked on the shining tile 
floors with his old hobnailed boots and wore a 
pair of old trousers which he had acquired during 
the poverty stricken days of his exile in Switzer- 
land. The tantalizing luxury of the Kremlin did 
not arouse within him the slightest temptation for 
the pleasures of the flesh or even for a measure 
of elegance in his own mode of life. During the 


famine years under military communism, when 
hundreds of subordinate Soviet officials enjoyed 
plenty and lived in shocking prosperity, Lenin 
contined to live in the state of need that was at 
that time the fate of millions of workers. By 
conviction he was remote from monasticism. He 
never advocated voluntary asceticism nor sought 
to force it on others. ‘Do not make a gospel of 
torn or patched trousers,” he was in the habit 
of saying. Tolstoy's teachings concerning the 
noble “simplicity” of peasant needs and the peas- 
ant way of life he derided as “the teachings of 
a crank.” For himself, however, he required 
but little. If he had passions about which he was 
silent, he must have held them in leash, paralyzed 
and crushed them for the sake of the one great 
passion which burned within since his early youth 
—the passion for the revolution and his role in 
it. His austerity therefore no doubt rode lightly 
on him. A true hermit finds it easy to engage in 
long fasts and self-flagellation. Especially if he 
is sure that these methods would aid him in bring- 
ing about the longed for Messianic end. 

But Lenin was not only an ascetic in the com- 
mon sense of the word. All his life he crushed 
within himself not only the “carnal’’ desires but 
also the passions of the spirit. His vulgar material- 
ism which was not infrequently tinged with spite, 
he used as a shield to protect himself from intel- 
lectual or artistic lusts whenever he feared that 
these might seduce him from the main task of 
his life or consume some energy which could best 
be invested in the attainment of that main goal. 
When during the period of political stagnation 
following the revolution of 1905 Bogdanoff, Luna- 
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charski and other philosophically minded Bolshe- 
viks engaged in “God searching” ventures, when 
Lunacharski spoke of “building up a God”— 
whatever that might have meant, if it meant 
anything at all—Lenin even then discerned in such 
intellectual pastimes nothing short of counter re- 
volution, heresy, a deadly poison for the revo- 
lutionary movement. ‘When he heard Bogdanoft 
argue that “truth is experience and cannot be ob- 
jective” or that “sensations are the primary factor 
in the world” and that ‘‘from them (sensations and 
not matter) physical bodies are formed,” Lenin 
was overcome by a panicky horror. “‘Who knows,” 
he shouted at Bogdanoff, “where this can lead to? 
If truth is subjective then even Rome may be right. 
For there is not the slightest doubt that even 
Catholicism is an organized form of human ex- 
perience.” All his life he was mortally afraid of 
looking beyond the horizons prescribed by Marx 
and losing his faith, of assuming any possibility 
that our empirical world is irradiated by rays 
from another, metaphysical world. One might say 
that he considered himself a trustee of the energies 
at his command who must guard against wasting 
them without purpose on idle matters. When 
Lunacharski tried to excuse himself by saying: 
“What harm do we do? We only search for 
truth; this is no sin,” Lenin answered in the ap- 
proved style of an inquisitorial examiner: ‘Why 
tell me stories about seeking after truth? It is 
not vou, it is the bourgeoisie that is seeking, seekir 
to ensnare you in its net through philosophy, art, 
religion.” 

One need not be surprised at this answer. 
Others, greater than Lunacharski and Bogdan- 
off, received similar retorts. When Hermann 
Cohen appealed in the pedagogical press that 
students of German high schools should receive a 
course in higher mathematics to get them used to 
abstract thinking before entering the universities, 
Lenin at once sensed that the philosopher of 
Marburg spoke with the voice of the bourgeoisie. 
Boys and girls about to be graduated from the 
high schools are at the dangerous age when they 
can become revolutionists; that is why Hermann 
Cohen demands that their~ minds be confused 
with higher mathematics and they be torn ftom 
social reality and dulled to the revolutionary ap- 
peal. Lenin once even allowed himself to offer a 
vulgar and crude interpretation of Kant’s con- 
cept of das Ding an sich. In Kant’s words too 
Lenin heard the voice of the young European 
bourgeoisie which sought to poison the proletariat 
with idealism. If a worker, Lenin explained, sees 
his employer eating fresh meat while he has to 
be content with foul, hard bologna, the worker 
may be moved by anger to revolt. But if the 
worker becomes a Kantian and begins to “‘under- 
stand” that both the fresh meat as well as the 
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foul bologna are mere phenomena and _ not 
“things in themselves,” he might conclude that 
it is not worthwhile to die on the barricades for the 
sake of “manifestations,” for the sake of some- 
thing that has no reality in itself. 

Basically Lenin’s nature was not as unartistic 
as is generally assumed, or as he tried to make 
people believe. But he feared art and the enjoy- 
ment of art as seducers and wasters of energy. 
It is true that he was never heard delivering 
bravely vulgar dictums on artistic values. On the 
contrary, he frequently found it difficult to hide 
his great respect for the arts and his capacity for 
being deeply touched and affected by them. But 
because art—especially poetry and music—so 
strongly appealed to him, he ordered himself to 
come in contact with them as little as possible. 
It is a well known fact that the so-called prole- 
tarian art aroused within him a strong feeling of 
aversion which he did not always successfully 
hide. He considered proletarian art to be lack- 
ing in genuine feeling, work done to official order; 
he merely tolerated it on the basis of the Russian 
peasants’ rule that everything comes in handy 
in a well ordered household. In those rare mo- 
ments when despite his self imposed unemotional- 
ism he allowed himself some freedom to “‘sin” and 
enjoy art, his favorite poet was Pushkin. But 
Lenin sinned only rarely, for was he not the hired 
man of the revolution? If I do not err it was 
Lenin who coined the characteristic term ‘‘profes- 
sional revolutionist.” His professional ethics re- 
quired—or so he believed they did—the concen- 
tration of one’s entire being on one point and 
scorn for everything that could not be used as fuel 
for the flames of revolution or as bricks for the 
revolutionary structure. The pious revolutionist 
faced a long and difficult road and, like a Pharisee 
of old, believed that one must not for a moment 
interrupt the study of his revolutionary ‘“Torah” 
for the sake of enjoying the sight of a beautiful 
tree or landscape. From time to time the eternal- 
ly human, the anti-ascetic and the non-professional 
elements within Lenin attempted to rebel. At such 
moments he was drawn to Pushkin and to others 
who “sing as the birds sing.” At such a moment 
tears once welled up in his eyes while listening to 
a symphony by Beethoven and he said to Clara 
Zetkin: ““What a magnificent world this is and 
how great are the waves it evokes from the 
depths.” In a similar mood he unburdened him- 
self to Maxim Gorki: 

“Often I cannot bear to hear music. It affects 
my nerves with too much pain. Under its influence 
one wants to talk nonsense and caress people’s 
heads . . . But in times like these one may not 
caress anybody’s head for the other may bite your 
hand. Today one must beat hard and without 
mercy on these small and miserable heads although 
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ideally we should not have to do anything by 
force.” 

Again we see the ascetic, the front line trench 
soldier, who is weighed down by duties and will 
not yield to desires and pleasures, who fears the 
results of gentle or tender emotions. Music be- 
comes dangerous precisely because it makes sense 
and Lenin feared to admit that the “nonsense” in- 
spired by music was not absurd after all, that the 
waves of musical sounds bear values of super-his- 
torical significance and arouse a sense of the meta- 
physical. He realized that should one yield to his 
musical inclinations it would become very difficult 
to fulfill the duty of “beating hard and without 
mercy” on human heads. He therefore renounced 
the pleasure as well as the “too great measure of 
pain” with which music affected his nerves. For 
had not the revolution a life long mortgage on 
the total sum of his psychic energy? In the days 
of the Apostles the concept of “castration for the 
attainment of the kingdom of heaven” was very 
popular. Lenin castrated himself emotionally and 
spiritually for the sake of the kingdom of the 
revolution. 


There may therefore be no point in asking to 
what extent Lenin was imbued with a direct and 
warm love for humanity and with compassion for 
its fate and suffering. No ardent revolutionist 
is conceivable without such compassion and sym- 
pathy for the hungry, the oppressed and the hu- 
miliated in the background of his mind. In his 
very early youth Lenin no doubt deeply experi- 
enced moments of rebellion against unmerited 
human suffering and that compassion which seeks 
gratification in hatred for those responsible for 
the pain of millions. Pale undernourished children 
of city workers in Russia, middle aged people pre- 
maturely grown old in Russia’s cities, the in- 
habitants of entire villages going on a Sunday to 
the district commander a distance of many miles 
_to be flogged for cutting down trees in a govern- 
ment forest to heat their homes, peasants boasting 
of the bedbugs in their huts because these insects 
preferred warm homes—these and similar impres- 
sions of his youthful years no doubt evoked within 
Lenin not only sympathy but also self identification 
with the fate of living human beings. But all these 
emotions Lenin confined in later life to an unfre- 
quented corner of his psyche where they consti- 
tuted an untouchable fund. Love of humanity and 
rebellion against its suffering evoked within him 
the image of a new society, and that as yet non-ex- 
istent society, which was to come into being with 
Lenin as one of its chief accoucheurs, claimed his 
entire being. It is true that the dream society 
whose appearance must be accompanied by great 
labor pains derived its inspiration from the orig- 
inal springs of sympathy and compassion, but the 
goal had in the meantime become separated from 
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the causes which engendered it. It became an 
autonomous entity, independent of those factors 
which alone could be responsible for the determin- 
ation to work for its accomplishment. Lenin him- 
self once aptly described this state of mind when 
he said: ““A Bolshevik is a man who once saw a 
vision of the universe and all the rest of his life 
remains in love with the creation of his fantasy.” 
Instead of loving humanity Lenin continued to live 
in a state of infatuation, of almost maniacal fixa- 
tion on the vision of the universe which he once be- 
held in a dream. He no longer served people, but 
his dream, the vision as such, and through it he 
served his own self. The desire to help people 
transformed him into a daring architect, but the 
image of the new structure which he undertook to 
erect so fascinated him that he became capable of 
immuring in its walls the majority of those same 
people who had once evoked his love. 


With this readiness to apply Pharaonic means 
to attain Mosaic ends if and when necessary, 
Lenin entered the Russian revolutionary move- 
ment. From the very beginning he claimed for 
himself the moral right to commit thousands of 
injustices, to do away with the Ten Command- 
ments for the sake of his own One Commandment 
—the social revolution and its success. It is im- 
possible to conceive that a man should arrogate 
to himself such rights for the sake of high human- 
itarian intentions without at the same time possess- 
ing an inner certainty that he had been endowed 
with a personal historic mission for the accomplish- 
ment of which he is alone responsible and to which 
he must subordinate his entire being, including his 
conscience and his personal tastes. Such an aware- 
ness of mission always lived within Lenin. But he 
never spoke of it—it would not have fitted into 
his orthodox Marxist terminology nor would it 
have been in consonance with the truly democratic 
traditions of the Russian revolutionary movement. 
But despite this Lenin possessed no trace of either 
the theatricality of Mussolini or of the Messianic 
exhibitionism of Hitler. Lenin’s individual mis- 
sion was his own secret which he no doubt failed 
to disclose fully even to his own conscience. 


But Lenin could never entirely hide his tendency 
toward personal dictatorship. Even while still in 
exile he already showed his fist (in the literal 
sense of the word) to the few members of the 
central committee of the Social Democratic party. 
Of that forceful demonstration Trotsky told dur- 
ing the days when he was still adored as a hero. 
However, even that early demonstration of per- 
sonal dictatorial tendencies both shocked as well 
as intrigued Lenin’s followers. They were in- 
trigued by his determination, firm ‘“‘backbone” and 
undoubting certainty all the time as to what, ex- 
actly, had to be done. Of Lenin’s youth the Men- 
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shevik Martoff wrote as follows: “For a long 
time Plechanoff and I propagated our Marxist 
ideas without success. The adherents whom we 
gradually acquired, young Social Democrats who 
came to Europe from Russia and visited us, were 
always disappointing because of their political 
helplessness. But when we met Ulianoff (Lenin) 
we breathed freely. At last, we said to each other, 
we can be at rest. The cause of the Russian revo- 
lution is in good hands. It has found a political 
leader worthy of it.” 

In a similar vein were the words of Axelrod, 
another representative of the Social Democratic 
intellectuals: “I felt that before me stood a man 
who would be the leader of the Russian revolution. 
He was not only a cultured Marxist—we had 
many of this type—he also knew what to do and 
how to do it . . . When I read his first pamphlet 
I at once became convinced that he had the stuff 
of leadership in him.” 

Axelrod was a great Marxist scholar; Martoff 


had a capable mind and a noble character which 


Lenin continued to respect even during his most 
brutal and cynical moments; Plechanoff was a re- 
fined and cultured person as well as the best writer 
of the group. But all of the above suffered from 
the typical Russian inferiority complex and from a 
morbid attitude of disdain toward intellectuals 
as such and toward themselves as representatives 
of a type of good-for-nothings. When Lenin ac- 
cused them on a number of occasions of being 
Rudins * these Hamletian revolutionists did not 





* Rudin was the unheroic hero of one of Turgenieff's novels, The name 
Rudin later became a synonym io Russia for intellectual indecision and 
general wishy-washiness. 


21 


know what to say. In the intentionally rude, 
freckled young man who had the gestures and man- 
ner of speech of a Volga merchant and in whose 
Tartar eyes gleamed the spark of biting irony, they 
recognized the active revolutionist who was free 
from moral and esthetic inhibitions, ready to take 
risks, confront history with accomplished facts 
and ignore the welfare and even the lives of mil- 
lions of human beings whom he had set out to 
serve. The intellectual Social Democrats were 
shocked at the traits of a Gengis Khan which they 
sensed in him. At the same time they were deeply 
impressed by the determination of this revolution- 
ary surgeon who undertook to heal humanity by 


means of bloody operations, as many as may be re- 
quired. 


If the October revolution in Russia had been a 
brief one-time act, it could have been accomplished 
by people lacking Lenin’s mentality. But to hold 
power through a bloody labyrinth of three years 
of civil war, to create and consolidate a state, to 
evoke anarchy, let it rage and then force millions 
of rebels into channels of slavish obedience, such 
a revolution required a leader of Lenin’s stature 
and mentality. Only a man who possessed the 
strange moral courage to consider the population 
of the entire world as a generation destined to be 
a burnt offering from whose death agonies a new 
world would be born could also find the energy to 
carry out the experiment of the Soviet state as it 
was during the time of Lenin’s rule. 


Coughlins of Pre- Hitler Germany 


The trial and acquittal of the Christian Fronters in Brooklyn 
calls to mind similar cases in pre-Hitler Germany. Mis- 
guided leniency and fascist sympathizers in high office in 
Germany contributed to the downfall of the republic. 


by Kurt Rosenfeld 





HE PLOTTERS of the Christian Front are 
T now acquitted. Newspaper men, broadcasters, 
and orators at public meetings have been busy 
belittling the conspiracy and making a trifling mat- 
ter of it. It is not only Father Coughlin who pro- 
tested their innocence saying that they intended 
only to counteract bolshevism. There were even 
people with sincere democratic convictions who 
declared the plans of the conspiracy against the 
government to be harmless and of no serious 
consequence. 


Those people have forgotten how the Hitler 
movement succeeded in destroying the Republic 
of Weimar. For many years we, too, heard the 
danger of National Socialism minimized by lead- 
ing representatives of the Republican parties. We, 
too, heard the Nazis declare that the only purpose 
of their movement was to prevent “‘approaching 
Communist revolution.” This danger, according 
to the Nazis, had been approaching for twenty 
years. During that period they committed hun- 
dreds of political murders, spread poisonous 
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propaganda, organized uprisings and putsches and 
finally put the Reichstag in flames . . . and always 
the alibi of a Communist threat was invoked in 
justification. Father Coughlin and the “Christian 
Front” are taking advantage of these methods; 
they are speculating on the bad memory or lack of 
information of the American people. 


One may rightly compare the activities of the 
“Christian Front” conspirators with the nefarious 
preparations of three German army officers who, 
during the fall of 1930, had to face the Supreme 
Court of Leipzig. These officers, Ludin, Wendt 
and Scheringer, had organized National Socialist 
cells within the German army. They were work- 
ing in close cooperation with the National Social- 
ist center, the Brown House of Munich. In court, 
they used as defense the fairy tale of “acute 
Communist danger.” Hitler was then called to the 
witness stand. He declared under oath that his 
party had only legal aims. “But heads will be 
cut off anyway,” he added cynically. The court 
sentenced the three officers to one year and seven 
months of honorary custody while declaring them 
guilty of attempted high treason against the Re- 
public. This was the moment for the German 
Republican government to act decisively. The 
National Socialist party could have been outlawed 
(in spite of the 107 deputies they had just elected 
to the Reichstag) and their venomous propaganda 
stopped. But the Reich government, under Chan- 
cellor Bruening, accepted the legalistic phrases of 
the Nazis and even tried to include them in the 
government. 


This weakness of the Republic served the Nazi 
movement from the very beginning. The German 
Republic started with an obvious lack of energy 
and courage. It announced a complete and thor- 
ough transformation of the old monarchical ad- 
ministration, but kept too many of the old officials 
in the foreign service as well as in the courts and 
in the army. From the very beginning, these 
people were active in mobilizing a counter-revolu- 
tion. They scarcely tried to disguise their opin- 
ions and activities. Officers in the army cultivated 
hatred for the Republic. Judges condemned re- 
publicans for slight misdemeanors and freed anti- 
republicans who had committed serious crimes 
against the State. Fascist papers like the Bavar- 
ian Miesbacher Anzeiger constantly instigated 
anti-Semitic pogroms. The authorities of the 
Reich tolerated these activities; rarely did they 
try to counteract them. They pointed to the Con- 
stitution of Weimar which guaranteed free speech 
and free press to all and held that the enemies of 
the Republic should enjoy this freedom too. This 
encouraged the Coughlins of Germany. They 


became shameless and cynical in their fight against 
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the Democratic State. They used Democracy in 
order to destroy Democracy. 


One of the chiefs of the counter-revolutionary 
putsch of March, 1920, General von Luettwitz, 
frankly describes these methods in his memoirs. 
Luettwitz was comander of the Berlin district 
of the army. He admits that he used his high 
military position only to undermine the Republican 
State. Luettwitz, General of the Republic, dared 
to participate in the 1919 festival of the monarch- 
ist Potsdam Gardejager and emphatically praised 
“the old glory of Imperial times.” The Republic 
closed its eyes. Luettwitz continued his subversive 
activities. The Communists were the pretext— 
but only the pretext. This peculiar republican 
general organized the reactionary officers of the 
Reichswehr; his ‘inspection visits” of garrisons 
were made only for this treacherous purpose. In 
September, 1919, the group of reactionary officers 
already felt strong enough to submit an ultimatum 
to their superior, the Social Democratic Minister 
Noske. Among other things, they asked for re- 
duction of unemployment relief and for the “rigor- 
ous suppression’ of the Socialist press. Noske, 
puppet of these reactionaries, did not interfere. 
Luettwitz and his friends Kapp and Ehrhardt 
acted in the spring of 1920. The Free Corps, 
which at that time should have been dissolved (in 


fulfillment of a clause in the Versailles Treaty), 


marched towards Berlin. General Ludendorff, 
“merely by coincidence,” marched with them 
through the Brandenburg Gate. The night before, 
Minister Noske had assembled the generals and 
asked them to defend the Republic against the ap- 
proaching plotters. General Seekt refused. The 
Republican Government fled from Berlin to Svutt- 
gart, and it was not the army, but the German 
workers who saved the Republic by a general 
strike which was carried out with marvelous en- 
ergy and discipline. But General Seekt, who had 
so clearly proved himself an enemy of the Repub- 
lic, was not discharged. He became chief of the 
Republican army. Tragic blunders like this fill the 
history of the German Republic. 


The following year, 1921, Minister Erzberger, 
a leader of the Catholic Centrist party, was assas- 
sinated by nationalist radicals. The murderers 
escaped. The man responsible was Manfred von 
Killinger. The court acquitted him. The re- 
actionary judges who accepted their salaries from 
the Republic openly acted against the state. The 
chief of the organization responsible for the mur- 
der was not convicted, but the editor of the Offen- 
burger Tageblatt, who had published the charge 
against Killinger, was. When Hitler took power 
in Germany he rewarded Killinger by appointing 
him Consul General in San Francisco. 
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The reactionaries had wonderful times! In 
1922, they assaulted Scheidemann, the Social 
Democratic Statesman and Mayor of the city of 
Cassel, and threw acid on him. Fortunately he 
escaped with only slight injuries. Three weeks 
later the German foreign minister Walther Rath- 
enau was killed by a band of Hitler gangsters. 
One of these, named von Techow, afterwards 
said: ‘“‘We did it in order to provoke the Reds to 
an attack.” 


This was a frank confession of the Nazi 
methods. Nobody at that time could seriously 
have feared a communist uprising. The reactionary 
gangs therefore decided to create the illusion of 
this danger by propaganda. They arranged a 
network of agents provocateurs all over the Reich 
to provoke outbreaks and unrest. This enabled 
them to play the role of “saviors of the father- 
land.” 


To these agents belonged Captain Ehrhardt, 
who had been connected with the Kapp putsch of 
1920. His nickname was “the Consul.” In 1923 
he renewed his feverish activities against the 
Republic. The “Consul” found a helpful girl 
friend, Princess Stefanie Hohenlohe (at present 
in the United States and notorious for her endea- 
vors to bring about friendship between England 
and the Third Reich). The princess concealed 
Ehrhardt in her Munich apartment. However, 
he was one day discovered in his nest and arrested. 
He was brought to Leipzig for trial, but this con- 
spirator had a fine time in prison. High officials 
were in sympathy with him. The president of the 
Supreme Court of the Republic allowed him to 
be visited by relatives, with no guards present. 
“A family matter is to be settled,” the “Consul” 
declared. He used the chance and escaped. Then 
he organized at Coburg in Middle Germany a 
band of “Free Corps,” well equipped with rifles, 
guns and mine throwers. ‘Mere self protection 
against Communism.” Ehrhardt could accomplish 
this only with the help of the counts of Saxe- 
Coburg and Gotha, who were governing this small 
state before the German Republic was founded 
but were still powerful enough to protect plotters. 
It is interesting to note, that one of these counts, 
Karl Eduard, is now in this country “‘in the inter- 
ests of the German Red Cross.” 


In 1923 a former major of the German army, 
named Buchrucker, was also alarmed by the 
“communists”. He organized a band in the 
neighborhood of Berlin in the “Camp of Kues- 
trin” (model of Fritz Kuhn’s 22 Nazi camps in 
the United States). Lacking communists, the 
Buchrucker bands marched against the legal army 
garrison, but met unexpected resistance by the 
troops who proved to be faithful to the Republic. 
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The Reich government was deeply embarrassed by 
those events. Concealing the fact that the band 
consisted of Nazis, the official communique spoke 
of “national-bolshevist bands.” 


Hitler himself spent sleepless nights. He also 
wanted to act in “self protection against com- 
munism.” In November, 1923, he decided that 
the time was ripe. On the 5th of the month he 
gave his “word of honor” to the Bavarian Min- 
ister of the Interior Schweyer that he would not 
attempt anything. But four days later he made 
his famous Buergerbraeu Cellar Putsch. Later, 
when he stood before the court with his fellow- 
conspirators, Hitler was openly contemptuous of 
the proceedings. The presiding judge, instead of 
curbing him, was apparently pleased with Hitler’s 
four hour speech against ‘international Jewry.” 
The man who committed the crime of high treason 
was sentenced to five years of honorary custody 
with the intimation of an early release. Accord- 
ing to law the court was obliged to deport Hitler, 
because at that time he was an alien. The judges 
disregarded the law by stating: ‘‘Hitler is a Ger- 
man-Austrian, therefore an alien. But the law 
cannot be applied in the case of a man who thinks 
and feels so Germanically as Hitler does.” 


It was not surprising therefore, that one of the 
co-defendants of Hitler, the former police presi- 
dent of Munich, Dr. Poehner, also sentenced to 
five years, was freed after a few months of arrest. 
Only nine months after his participation in highly 
treacherous activity against the German Republic, 
Poehner was appointed a member of the Bavarian 
Supreme Court. There were other similar cases. 
Dr. Schiele, active participant in the Kapp putsch 
became a member of the Reich government! 
Judge Jorns, who had permitted the reactionary 
murderers of Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxem- 
burg to escape, advanced to the position of State 
Attorney at the state court of Leipzig. Regarding 
General Ludendorff, who had a leading part in the 
Hitler putsch as well as in the earlier Kapp 
putsch, the courts “believed” that the General’s 
presence in both cases was ‘‘a mere incident.” 


And Hitler? He enjoyed his stay in the fort- 
ress of Landsberg. The inspectors there appre- 
ciated his frequent speeches against the German 
Republic; he wrote Mein Kampf in his “prison” 
and, when he left that charming place, the director 
told him: “When I listened to you, Mr. Hitler, 
something in me changed. I believe I have be- 
come a National Socialist myself.”’ 


This was the way republican Germany treated 
its Coughlins and assorted ‘Mobilizers and 
Fronters.” 


A special law “for the protection of the Re- 
public” which was passed by the Reichstag after 
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the assassination of Rathenau in 1922 never 
served the Republic. The judges knew how to 
transform this law into a sharp instrument against 
the friends of the Republic. 

The Nazi Dr. Frick, today Minister of the In- 
terior in the Third Reich, became Thuringian 
minister of education in 1930. This fact in itself in- 
dicated the weakness of the Republic. Still more 
indicative were Dr. Frick’s actions. He sup- 
pressed democratic papers, movies, dramas in the 
name of Democracy; he invented ugly nationalist 
school prayers and made them compulsory for 
all Thuringian schools. In the State of Brunswick, 
another Nazi, Klagges, misused his position to 
appoint Hitler as ““Regierungsrat”’, thus procuring 
German citizenship for the still stateless Fuehrer. 
Nobody acted to prevent this. Hitler, now a 
German citizen, was able to pursue his campaign 
of political hatred. 


In the fall of 1931, an event occurred which 
foreshadowed the Third Reich. On a Hessian 
country estate, three Nazi leaders held a secret 
council. They decided to proceed with counter- 
revolutionary activity against the Republic. One 
of the triumvirate, Dr. Best, drew up a thorough 
outline for things to come. This outline, which 
became known to the German public as the “Docu- 
ments of Boxheim,” is a mixture of cruelty and 
stupidity. Dr. Best decreed that “everybody who 
resists the commands of the SA must be killed.” 
“Must be killed” was the theme of the whole 
document. Dr.. Best, who had been active as a 
State Attorney, disapeared when the police began 
investigations. The Nazis flatly disowned the 
plan. Hitler’s paper Voelkischer Beobachter, 
declared the documents were “products of an 
infamous falsifier.”” But when their authenticity 
was proven by investigation, Hitler's gazette de- 
clared that the documents were only “individual 
style exercises” and that the Nazis could not bear 
responsibility for them. Actually these documents 
had been approved by the leaders of the Nazi 
party in Hesse. The responsibility was clear. 
The Hessian Government which was at that time 
led by sincere republicans asked for the arrest and 
punishment of the treacherous Nazis. But the 
highest German prosecutor, Dr. Werner of the 
Reichsgericht in Leipzig, decided that there was 
no reason for state action. Dr. Werner was se- 
cretly a Nazi member at that time and followed 
the old Hitler line. -The documents of Boxheim 
proved that they were only to be used “‘in case of 
communist troubles,” he declared. The SA, he 
further explained, should only act if the commu- 
nists tried to get hold of the state. The docu- 
ments therefore did not prove any illegal activity 
on the part of the Nazis. Dr. Werner first ap- 
pointed his colleague, Dr. Jorns, friend of the 
murderers of Luxemburg and Liebknecht to han- 
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dle this case. Later, after strong protests from 
the German public, he changed this appointment. 
But the result was the same. Nothing happened. 
The Nazis could do as they wished. Blood was 
shed. The Third Reich came. Belittled by many 
republicans and sponsored by many officials of 
state, the Nazis came into power under the guise 
of “Saviors from Bolshevism.” 

_ Have these incidents any significance and mean- 
ing for America? They must have! American 
democracy must take them as a warning to avoid 
the mistakes committed during the Republic of 
Weimar. The Coughlins everywhere use the 
same demagogic methods. American democracy 
is in danger as long as crusaders for fascism are 
allowed to hide behind false slogans and are not 
exposed. ; 





Is There Any Doubt? 


“Now the Soviet Union would, if it were a capitalist 
power, naturally find its place in the hungry and aggres- 
sive group. (And was expected by all capitalist observers 
to do so.) For the Soviet Union lost important and exten- 
sive territories by the post-war settlement. She lost, besides 
all Poland, important economic outlets in the Baltic and 
she failed to gain the main prize for which Tsarism fought 
—an outlet into the Mediterranean, derived from the posi- 
tion of Constantinople and the Straights. Hence, if she 
were still subject to the pressure to expand put upon every 
capitalist system by its inability to sell its goods at home, 
we should certainly expect to find her desperately attempt- 
ing to recover what she had lost, and ready to join with 
every aggressive power whose interest it was to overturn 
the existing world settlement . . . Is there any doubt that if 
Russia were still under a capitalist regime, she would now 
be following the traditional line of Russian imperialism? 
She would be pressing southward towards the Mediterran- 
ean, eastward towards China, southward again towards 
India, southwest towards the Balkans, and westward 
towards her lost Polish and Baltic provinces.” 


From John Strachey’s The Theory and Practice of 
Socialism, pp. 266, 267. 


r. S.—John Strachey is not in doubt and has 
repudiated Soviet and communist policy. 











Do not miss these features in coming 
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CAN THE JEWS SURVIVE IN A 
TOTALITARIAN WORLD? 
by DR. OSCAR KARBACH 


Former Secretary of the Jewish Association for the 
League of Nations in Vienna 


@ 
THE ROLE OF AMERICAN JEWRY 
AT THIS TIME 
by ELIEZER LIEBENSTEIN 

Noted Labor Spokesman in Palestine 
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PROGRESSIVES AND THE 

PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN 
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The Individual and the Nation 


by Max Brod 





| grin: CONFRONTS us with great prob- 
lems. We, Jews, are a nation. What, as a 
collective body, is our attitude to the individual 
and in what relation does the nation stand to 
the supreme collective body, mankind or, to put 
it differently, to the cosmos, to God? 


There are three values which we must rank in 
the order of their relative importance: the in- 
dividual, the nation and mankind. 


The individual is now an object of attack from 
many quarters, and the individualistic philosophy 
of liberalism is said to be outmoded. Let us 
therefore take up the question whether the in- 
dividual or the nation is more important. Is the 
nation the only reality? Does its historical past, 
its weight of linked generations, its towering mis- 
sion entrusted to the nation alone, so completely 
overshadow the individual’s fate that he must 
entirely efface himself and lose all significance, don 
the uniform and fall into the lockstep of the myth- 
ically transfigured collective? Or is the individual 
infinitely significant? Is he so uniquely important 
that in comparison the nation or any other col- 
lective fades to a bare abstraction, a conceit and 
an illusion of phrase-mongers ? 


The increasing importance of collective bodies 
has been characteristic of recent decades. I should 
explain this fact by the tremendous increase in the 
number of human beings during the 19th and 
20th centuries, and the appearance and growing 
effectiveness of mass organization in production, 
community life, and the armies of the world. 


Mankind has grown in numbers. [ts component 
units have lost their significance in consequence. 
Marxian-socialist theory expresses this fact by 
treating the intimate situation and experience of 
the individual as practically meaningless, a mere 
superstructure upon economic conditions. It is 
reflected also in the antipodal extremes of the 
Fascist theory of the state and the Nazi race 
mythology. The individual is reduced to insig- 
nificance by the state or by the blood-communion 
of the group. He deserves no consideration. As 
an individual he is respected only in his capacity 
as Duce, Fuehrer, or member of an elite group; 
a superindividual medium and instrument of the 
group, who, in theory, executes not his own will 
but that of the group. 


The concept of the superindividual ego is very 
difficult to conceive and complicates our discus- 
sion. But it is essential to an understanding of 
the problem. 


Plato believed that in exceptional cases and by 
an outstanding refinement of the soul the limita- 
tions of everyday perception could be overcome. 
Guided by Logos, or else in a holy madness, a 
mania of divine Eros, one could rise above the 
perception of individual objects to a vision of the 
permanent image of things, the Jdeas. It is 
evident that the location and theatre of such an 
exaltation of the Ego is in the individual soul. 
Since any man may experience the transformation, 
the essential religious conversion, every individual 
soul is sacred, inviolable, and, for the sake of the 
potentiality which it holds, a celestial treasure. 
This conception, the core of the Platonic theory 
of the Jdea, was phrased with great precision for 
us Jews in the Teachings of the Fathers in the 
Talmud: “The Lord has predetermined every- 
thing except fear of the Lord.” That is, it has 
been given to human will to determine whether a 
man shall be God-fearing or not. Fear of the 
Lord means the knowledge of a higher world 
than the familiar treadmill of materialistic desires. 
At first that knowledge expresses itself merely 
in awe of the higher world, as religio, as anxiety 
and reverent fear. In a long process, of which 
not every one, indeed, is capable, awe may turn 
into loving and joyous acknowledgement of 
Heaven in art, philosophic understanding, in the 
miracle of love growing up between two persons, 
in the love of the cosmos, in tender and pious 
attachment to the world. 


Plato and the Jewish sage who is the tradi- 
tional source of the aphorism quoted above are 
not in complete agreement. They express, how- 
ever, different aspects reflecting the same under- 
lying perception. Plato was thinking of the ascent 
to the highest realm, and, therefore, he did not 
admit everybody into his school but practised a 
stringent selection; the Jewish sage speaks of 
the beginning of wisdom, the fear of the Lord. 
If we may use catch-words, his bent is democratic, 
while Plato’s is aristocratic. 


Both, however, are agreed in what essentially 
concerns us: the decision for God or for a relapse 
into aboriginal dust occurs in the individual’s soul. 
But this means that the individual is infinitely 
important. The ascent and even the beginning 
of the ascent is not achieved by every individual. 
Yet potentially any individual (the very one whom 
a dictator puts away in a concentration camp, 
hangs, or sends to the slaughter) may be destined, 
by his own will and by divine grace, to rise into 
the realm of the superindividual. There is no 
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other entrance into the superindividual than 
through the narrow portal of the individual soul. 


The theories of collectivism conveniently as- 
sumed that the superindividual realm somehow 
floated loosely in space, free of the individual 
men who make up the nation; it was a mythical 
substance that had nothing to do with individual 
experiences. That is the false belief which today 
threatens to turn the earth into a smoking heap 
of ruins. The insignificance of the individual is 
proclaimed; state, nation, race, and class encircle 
the wretched human individual like a swarm of 
dragons, and each of the savage band threatens 
to swallow him, hide and hair. 


Liberalism, on the other hand, has always de- 
fended the rights of man and his civil liberties, 
against the state. It has been over-formal, too 
legalistic in its approach, forgetting the differences 
in property relations and thereby neglecting the 
inequalities of power. But these historic errors 
should not lead us to reject liberalism as funda- 
mentally mistaken. On the contrary, the rights of 
the individual must be regained. We need a new 
individualism, unhampered by a dryly legalistic 
and formal approach but built upon Plato’s doc- 
trine of the perception of Ideas and the Talmudic 
teaching that this is possible for anyone. The dic- 
tatorships, on the other hand, must necessarily pro- 
tect themselves against the perception of the infin- 
ite value of every individual. Here is the key 
which explains their hostility to culture and their 
relapse into barbarism. 


The concept of the “superindividual”, which 
has done so much damage in contemporary polli- 
tical theory and practice, the slogan that the col- 
lective is alone important and the individual a 
nullity, shows itself upon closer examination to 
be ambiguous in its meaning. One superindividual 
realm is that of man’s lower instincts, the blood- 
thirsty fury of the strong against the weak, the 
lust for power. The world in which the Platonic 
Ideas reveal themselves is also a superindividual 
realm. If we compare man to a tree, then his 
lowest and highest parts, his roots and highest 
branches are woven into a mysterious communal 
existence which is not his alone, but which he 
shares with the state or the race or with mankind. 
Between stands the tree trunk, a space in which 
man exists as the normal, separate, egoistic, work- 
aday, rational individual. Should we succeed in 
showing man that his full salvation does not 
reside in that middle section of the tree (else- 
where we have called it “the realm of ignoble 
misery”) the sober, highly necessary, but hardly 
inspiring part, then we invite the question whether 
he should begin to follow the promptings only of 
his roots or only of his highest part. Both are 
superindividual, but one is the lower and the other 
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the higher realm of the non-individual. Unques- 
tionably both are nourished by the same sap, 
which flows also through the part decried as unin- 
spiring; but it is still a matter of great moment 
whether a man decides for the superindividual 
realm below, the intoxication of bloodlust and 
war, which we might also call the sub-individual 
realm, or he ascends from the isolation of indi- 
vidualism into the superindividual realm of Plato, 
of our ancient sage, and of all true religion and 
art. 


Man has been called a “creature of two 
worlds’, body and soul, god and beast, two souls 
in one body—a conception which has become 
habitual to the mind. A closer analysis trans- 
forms the dualism into a triadism. Man exists in 
three realms. The lowest is the irrational domain 
of obscure impulses, uncontrollable, vital and, at 
the same time, destructive instincts. This realm 
is not individual; passions and desires are woven 
together in a cosmic fabric. Above it emerges the 
strictly human realm of reasoned activity, of pur- 
pose and science, utility and progress. In the 
clear light which reigns there, every individual 
exists for himself, isolated from the rest. Beyond 
this, however, there is a third realm, that has a 
great deal in common with the first, for the in- 
dividual is no longer an absolute value, not because 
he loses his power of reflection and falls back into 
the unconscious, but because his noblest faculties 
raise him beyond normal concepts to a perception 
of essential Ideas. 


From the viewpont of the lower instinctive 
level, where the mythology of blood, earth, and 
race hold sway, the individual rational man is 
really only of incidental significance. The collec- 
tive body, the nation, is everything, and the indi- 
vidual a mere appendage thereto. If the aim, 
however, is to ascend to the non-rational, non- 
individual realm of God, then the individual is an 
essential transitional phase and becomes infinitely 
important. In him the great struggle for or 
against God is decided. The individual is no 
longer a trivial appendage, but the narrow portal 
through which the ascent into the world of Ideas 
is made. Whatever can enrich and perfect the 
individual soul acquires value; for this reason 
we prize the relation of the individual to his 
national community, his historic tradition, and 
those old bonds which in him become alive and 
creative again. Thus we might say that the nation 
has value derived from the individual’s effort to 
complete himself; and not that the individual is a 
replaceable derivative of the nation. Collectiv- 
ism, whether in its milder, provisional form (the 
Soviet state), or in its fixed fascist form declares 
that the individual exists only for the group. We, 
proponents of a revised liberalism, say that the 
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group exists only because it is a necessary condi- 
tion of the individual’s ennoblement. Plato de- 
clared in his “Politeia” that one who isolates 
himself from the concern of the group, even if 
he be Socrates, the most just of all men, has not 
reached “‘the highest’’; the perfect man must also 
act politically, for the benefit of his fellows, and 
he is fortunate if he finds ‘‘a state worthy of 
him’”’ where he can be politically active without 
doing evil. For in such a state he will grow greater 
and perfect his own being as well as that of the 
community. In this passage it is clear that the 
perfection of the individual is the primary purpose 
which the perfect state must serve, though, of 
course, in so doing it also serves its own best 
interests. 


In a similar fashion, I believe, we must reverse 
the almost universal subordination of the indi- 
vidual <o the nation, and replace it by its opposite. 
Rather, we must complete it by its antithesis. This 
holds for our Zionism, too. We are not and do 
not wish to be blind slaves of the idol of nation- 
hood to which burnt offerings are everywhere 
offered today. We are Zionists because we believe 
that each of us, like Plato’s Socrates, must grow 
and become whole, and because this is possible 
only if every Jew takes pleasure in his Jewish- 
ness, in the high responsibility of Jewish history, 
and if the Jewry in which each Jew takes his 
place is healthy, noble, and true to the Divine 
Creator. 


Whoever loves Jewry cannot wish it to re- 
main an abnormal structure among the nations. 
There are theorists who believe that we Jews 
have been chosen for suffering in order to prove 
that the spirit is not dependent upon the body, 
and that the spirit of a nation can persist without 
the conditions usually possessed by nations—a 
territory of its own, a degree of power, a language 
of its own. We Jews, the “Chosen People,” are 
said to be the living proof that all those things 
can be dispensed with. To my mind our whole 
history is proof that they cannot be dispensed 
with. A nation may, indeed, vegetate without 
a land, in a narrow range of ocupations, and with- 
out the power of a state, oppressed, degraded, 
and steadily growing poorer in substance, but it 
can live only in the same way as all other nations, 
concentrated in its home. 


There need be no anxiety about our “mission” 
and our uniqueness; they will assert themselves 
when we have regained healthy, natural conditions 
for our life. We will, as I hope, build a just 
social order and a neighborly state. Nowhere 
are we instructed that our mission is to live in 
the miserable oppression of the Ghetto, politically 
and socially degraded, or prove by our crucifixion 
that the spirit is predestined to martyrdom. Catas- 
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trophes should be bravely endured, not exalted to 
a moral principle. The spirit, undoubtedly, must 
suffer, and Socrates was forced to drain the cup of 
hemlock. If the need arises, we will not refuse the 
fatal cup, but we cannot regard it as an aspiration; 
nor did Socrates. 


Zionism is a worldly and political movement, 
which aims to regain our home in Palestine, 
and is already successfully embarked upon the 
road to the realization of its purpose. While we 
think and feel as a nation, however, the pagan 
abuses of nationalism, exalting the nation over 
the individual as the absolute value, are abhorrent 
to us. I believe that I have sufficiently shown my 
rejection of the uniform national block which ap- 
pears in Fascism. I regard the secession of Jabo- 
tinsky and his followers from the Zionist Organi- 
zation as a piece of good fortune making for the 
purification of our ideology. I want nothing to 
do with the anemic spiritualism which would make 
of Zionism a toothless and disarmed brotherhood 
of martyrs; but still less with that borrowed ag- 
gressive principle of pure force, which is entirely 
foreign to our national tradition of humanism, 
and whose name “Revisionism” evidently signifies 
the perfect antithesis of our vision of a firmly 
established Judaism, sound in body and spirit. 


I will deal only briefly with the other problem 
of how to reconcile the claims of the nation with 
the claims of mankind. The solution is similar to 
that of the problem of individual and nation. The 
nation is not an absolute value. But international- 
ism of the ordinary variety, which ignores entirely 
the facts and the potentialities of nationhood, is a 
structure built on thin air. Like a harp with many 
strings, mankind has many national characteristics, 
out of the scale of whose tonalities great music is 
made, not by dissolving these characteristics into 
nothingness. 


National Humanism incorporates the Jewish 
people into the family of nations while preserving 
its distinctive character. This implies Jewish con- 
centration in Palestine, since this is an essential 
factor for our future healthy development. It will 
not have us assimilated, melted down, and des- 
troyed; but, on the other hand, it will not allow us 
to be driven into an arrogant posture of egotistic 
hostility to other nations, and particularly to our 
neighbors. Nations are the building stones of 
humanity. A house is not built by crushing its 
stones, but by fitting each one into its proper place 
and binding them all together with mortar in ac- 
cordance with a reasonable plan. So, we believe, 
may a structure be built in which real human 
beings, men who deserve to be called human, may 
house and live together. 
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In the Poale Zion 


At the call of the New York City 
Committee of the Poale Zion, leaders 
of the American Jewish Community 
and spokesmen for the William Allen 
White Committee to Defend America 
by Aiding the Allies, addressed a mass 
meeting in Cooper Union Thursday 
evening, June 20. The meeting ex- 
pressed its emphatic support of the 
United States Government’s moves to 
aid the Allies and to strengthen the 
defense program. 

Professor Theodore Smith of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
represented the William Allen White 
Committee. A stirring plea in sup- 
port of President Roosevelt’s plans for 
hastening the shipment of American 
supplies for the Allies was made by 
Rabbi Stephen S. Wise. 

A declaration in support of the 
Allies was unanimously adopted. The 
resolution, in part, reads as follows: 

“We, who are loyal to our Declara- 
tion of Independence, whose first sen- 
tence proclaims that all men are creat- 
ed equal, we who honor the great 
American tradition of liberty and 
democracy, cannot be blind to the 
triumph of barbarism over the demo- 
cratic countries of Europe and the long 
shadows which are being cast over the 
American continents. 

“As Jews, saturated with the ideals 
of the Ten Commandments, and the 


precepts of charity and justice of our 
prophets, we are filled with hatred of 
all oppressors of mankind. We have 
suffered affliction for thousands of 
years, and countless of our generations 
have sacrificed themselves selflessly for 
the sake of human liberties. Any re- 
fusal on our part to risk our all in the 
present war against history’s most evil 
tyrant would be a rank betrayal of all 
our hopes and the lofty ideals of our 
historic traditions. 


President’s Defense Program 
Approved 

“We support with every nerve and 
sinew the defense program of the Pre- 
sident of the United States. We sup- 
port the plan for universal military 
training which will prepare democratic 
armies for the struggle against Fas- 
cism. We maintain publicly that our 
country, the United States of America, 
must not and cannot wait until the 
great democracies of Europe are de- 
stroyed. We must openly send the 
maximum aid to the Allies. All our 
resources must be mobilized to defend 
the United States against any event- 
uality. 


Aid to Palestine 


“Palestine Jewry offered its total 
resources for military, economic and 
technical assistance to the Allies at the 
very outset of the war. Tens of thou- 
sands of Jewish youth in Palestine 
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have volunteered for service in the 
Allied forces. The Jewish Agency has 
renewed its negotiations with the 
British Government for the formation 
of a Jewish military force composed 
of volunteers from Palestine and other 
countries to serve on the Allied fronts. 


“We American Jews declare our 
readiness to help defend Palestine in 
every manner possible.” 








Resort Notes 


So. Fallsburg, N. Y.—Swim Dan- 
sants are the latest fad among the 
guests at The Nemerson. The weekly 
moonlight water ballets and carnival 
nights are followed by dancing on 
the Nemerson Patio at the New Swim- 
ming Pool, which is surrounded by 
landscaped gardens. Betty S. Nemer- 
son, managing directress of The Nem- 
erson, was quick to sense the popu- 
larity of this fad and is augmenting 
the regular weekly carnivals with a 
program of acquatic events. The New 
Nemerson Pool, is the largest in the 
Catskills, measuring 175 x 75 feet, in 
which purified artesian well water is 
constantly changing. 


The New Flagler Hotel & Country 
Club, Fallsburg, N. Y., has been con- 
verted into a “Newlyweds Rendez- 
vous,” it was announced by L. Allan 
Kirschbaum, manager. 
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Are you looking for intelligent comradeship, 
a well-planned program of activities in the 
Jewish national, Zionist, cultural and social 


Are you in need of cooperative protection 
against the costs of sickness, accident, hos- 
pitalization or life insurance? 
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Life and health insurance benefits on modem 
scientific basis. 
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League Bulletin 


The June issue of the LEAGUE 
BULLETIN was mailed to the member- 
ship of the League during the second 
week of June. The BULLETIN con- 
tained some news items from Palestine 
as well as reports of activities of var- 
ious chapters throughout the country. 
The BULLETIN will not be published 
during the months of July and Aug- 
ust. 


Fall Conferences 

Two League Conferences are being 
planned for the early part of next fall. 
One Conference will be held in Phila- 
delphia the latter part of September 
for the eastern region and a second 
Conference will be held in Detroit 
during the month of October for the 
formation of a mid-western region. 


League Seminar 

The program for the Seminar for 
the July 4th week-end will be as fol- 
lows: 

Under the direction of Ben Basen- 
ko, of the Jewish Art Theater, a con- 
cert program will be given on Wed- 
nesday evening, July 3rd. The concert 
program will feature the following 
artists: 

Naomi Aleh-Leaf, well known Pal- 
estinian dancer, will appear in new 
numbers of a Palestinian dance. 

Mascha Benya, who is gaining an 
enviable reputation as a singer and 
who has appeared with much success 
on numerous occasions during the past 
winter, will render a few numbers of 
Palestinian, song. 

Ben Basenko of the Jewish Art 
Theater will present a humoresque. 

The program will be followed by 
nr singing around the camp 

re. 

On July 4th, Prof. Arthur Rosen- 
berg will speak on the war situation in 
Europe. , 


On Friday night, July 5th—ttadi-. 


tional Kabbalat Shabbath and commu- 
nity singing. 

On Saturday evening, July 6th, the 
same artists will appear in different 
numbers. 


On Sunday, July 7th, Dr. Edward 
D. Kleinlehrer, former Rome corres- 
pondent for the Daily Telegraph, 
London, and Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency, will speak on Mussolini's 
Mediterranean policy affecting Pales- 
tine. 


From Monday, July 8th to Friday, 


July 12th, Ben Halpern will lead the 
Seminar on Labor Zionist problems. 


On the concert program for the rest of 
the month of July will appear also 
Lillian Zahn, well known singer 
Prof. Zadri, violinist 
Ben Ari of Habima. 


On July 28th, Rabbi T. Sandrow 
will speak on new problems arising in 
American Jewish life. Other lecturers 
for the month of July are tentative at 
the moment. They include Israel Mer- 
eminski, Dr. May Bere and Abraham 
Dickenstein who will lecture on var- 
ious phases and problems of the His- 
tadruth. 


Seminar Reservations 


All those planning to spend 
some time in the Seminar whether it be 
a week-end or a month are asked to 
send their reservations to the League 
office immediately. Accommodations 
at the Seminar are very much limited, 
and reservations will be given prefer- 


ence in the order in which they are re- 
ceived at the office. Every reservation 
must be accompanied by a $3.00 de- 


posit. 
Referendum 


A referendum has been sent to all 
the chapter-chairmen on the question 
of increased dues rates for the coming 
year. The referendum stressed the 
fact that the Administrative Commit- 
tee wishes to abandon the Expansion 
Fund which was launched last year 
and proposes instead to increase mem- 
bership dues by $1.00 a year. The 
question of increased dues rates will 
come up at the next meeting of the 
Administrative Committee and action 
on this question will depend upon the 
reaction of our chapters known to the 
Administrative Committee at that 
time. All chairmen are, therefore, 
urged to send in their replies at once. 














1940 
SUMMER SEMINAR 


League for Labor Palestine 
at 


MOUNTAIN VIEW HOTEL 
SPRING GLEN, N. Y. 


Beginning June 28, 1940—Through Labor Day, Sept. 2, 1940 
(GRAND OPENING WEDNESDAY, JULY 3) 


SCENIC BEAUTY—Amidst delightful scenery, sur- 
rounded by the Shawangunk Mountains on the 
East and the Delaware Mountains on the West. 
Great stretches of wooded mountainous slopes. 
Dry, healthful, cool climate. 

LECTURES on topics of the day by experts in each 
field. Detailed program upon request. 

SPORTS—Tennis, handball, basketball, hiking, bath- 
ing, fishing, ping pong, etc. 

SOCIAL ENTERTAINMENT — Concerts, dancing, 
camp-fires, community singing, etc. 

FOOD—Wholesome KOSHER meals. 

RATES—$18.00 per week; $2.60 per day; $6.00 per 
week-end (Friday evening—Sunday afternoon) ; 

Make Reservations at Office of 


THE LEAGUE FOR LABOR PALESTINE 


275 SEVENTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 
WAtkins 9-5288 


Reservations must be accompanied by deposit 
check or money order of not less than $3.00. 


DR. JOSEPH DIAMOND, Director 
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FALLSBURG 
WEW YORK 









Gala Program 


All Sports, including FREE GOLF, mises. 
lake, FREE Boating, filtered swimming pool. SUN 






Vacation at 


HILLTOP LODGE 


... @ perfect delight 


ON SYLVAN LAKE 


HOPEWELL JUNCTION, N. Y. 
R.R. Station: Pawling, N. Y. 
Phone Hopewell Junction 176 

65 Miles from N. Y. C. 
Break the routine and make Hilltop your 
home for a day, a week or a month. All 
facilities for a glorious, active vacation, 
or a quiet rest. 
®ALL SPORTS 
Swimming - Handball - Basketball - 
Golf - Tennis - Ping Pong - Fishing - 
Boating - All on Premises. 
®ALSO j 
New cottages with private showers— 
Countless improvements for the 1940 
season. 


RATES 
$23.50 and up - Week-ends $4.50 per day 


_ Under Direction of 
PAUL WOLFSON & SOL ROTHAUSER 


N. Y. Office, 170 Broapway 
Phone COrtlandt 7-3958 


SPECIAL JULY 4th RATE 
2 days $10 - 3 days $14.50 - 4 days $18.50 





JEWISH FRONTIER 
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sume | The Switzerland of America 


e 
Bowling A Brilliant Program of Entertainment with a 
constantly changing array of celebrated artists 


Excellent Cuisine - Dietary Observance 


Handball 
Horseback 
Fishing, 
Etc. 


OnOurOwn) Rate Schedule - Week-end, Week, Month, Season 
Grounds J N. Y. OFFICE, 342 MADISON AVE., VA. 6-4579 











mountain 


ANDRON'S “vous: 


HAINES FALLS, NEW YORK 


Ua f 


Bi'yt | 
oodbourneNy. | 




















B. UNGAR. Prop. 





The White House 


ACCORD, ULSTER CO.., N. Y. 


P. O. Box 66 Tel. Kerhonkson 28-M or 26-F-4 


The place for those craving fun, rest, excitement. Everything can 
be had here. Excellent food. Hungarian Cuisine. Write for Booklet. 


RATES $16.00 A WEEK 








ON LAKE KEZAR 
. in 
CENTER LOVELL, MAINE 
Located on LAKE KEZAR (considered most 
beautiful in U. S. A.) in Maine’s pine woods 
and White Mountain Region. 
QUAINT ¢ RESTFUL e ROMANTIC 
CULTURED COMPANIONSHIP 

Cheerful individual cottages with bath, fire- 
places, electricity. Main Lodge rooms with 
or without private bath. Food of highest 
quality, wholesome, tempting. Golf, tennis, 
boating, swimming, natural sand beach. - 
cellent fishing: Salmon, Black Bass, B 

Trout. Non-sectarian, Ownership-Mgt. 

Rates From $35 a Week 
Special Low Rates June 15 to July 15 
American Plan 
Write For Booklet 
N. Y. Address, 42 WEST 35th STREET 
Telephone Wisconsin 7-0200 














Please Mention JEWISH FRONTIER When Patronizing Advertisers 
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3 MOUNTAIN 3 
“=. FARMS 


2500 Ft. 
LIVINGSTON MANOR RB.R. STATION 


Elevation 
On Our List 
(for your pleasure) 
Tennis Courts 





Hunting 

(we provide the guns) 
Fishing 
Mile Long Lake 






Handball 
Saddle Horses (on premises) 

(on premises) Grand Meals 
Badminton (not strictly kosher) 


Ping Pong Tables No Social Staff 
Swimming 
$18, $20, $22 Per Week 
4th of July $3.75 Per Day 
Write JACK KEISER ‘ 
UNION GROVE, N. Y. 
Phone Margaretville94-R-22 





DIFFERENT ! 
A VACATION 





Entertainment & Social Activ 
FREE GOLF 3 
_ SUMMER THEATRE 










DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENoicorr 2-2030 60 MILES FROM BROADWAY 
©. V. Office, 280 B’'way RE. 2-1895 
VACATIONLAND’S GREATEST 
Send for Booklet F 



















LAKESIDE INN 


Ferndale, New York 





An Outstanding Resort for Young Folks 


Every Sport . . . Delicious Food . . . Dietary Laws ... Entertainment... 
Dancing . . . Excellent Accommodations 





ATTRACTIVE LOW RATES 


Mgt. Mendelson-Berkowitz-Green Booklet “F’ on Request 














“The Vacation You Won’t Forget” 
at the 


iLIVEREA HOTEL AND-COUNTRY CLUB 
OLIVEREA, ULSTER COUNTY, N. Y. Phone: Pinehill 3-776 


All Sports and Camp Activities © Dancin © Entertainment 
Concrete Swimming Pool ° Baseball Field 


HUNGARIAN CUISINE 
SPECIAL LOW RATES Write for Booklet F 


N. Y. Phone JErome 7-2718 


Management: Max Burger and B. Lowy 


31 
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If the ordinary bores you, spend vaca- 
tiontime a half-mile up at Allaben, 
the mountaintop holiday wonderland 
for moderns with a yen for joyful 
sports, adult entertainment, yumyum 
menus and the best of music to dance 
or read by. 


EARLY-BIRD SPECIAL! 
June 21 to July 3, run of the house $20 weet ly; $4 daily. 
JULY 4th WEEKEND: 
4 pleasure-packed days, $16.50; $5 daily. 
Write or ‘phone for booklet: 
N. Y. OFFICE: 147 W. 42nd St., BR 9-2898 





A Delightful Hideaway 
in the Mountains 

YOU CAN HAVE 
EVERYTHING! 





Vacation time here means 


MENU an incomparable setting, 
ae abundant sports and 
pee Be nsdP ed adult diversions, fascin- 


ating friendships, invit- 
ing quarters. (New 
Boating: on ‘‘Lake ‘‘Luxury Lodge’ now 
Godsend”’ right on ready) tempting vittels 
premises, EVERYTHING! Write 
—or phone Fallsburg 53. 


Open all year. 


pool. 


Plus: 18 other 
sports and past- 
times. 








WOODBOURNE, N. Y. 












FOR THE UTMOST IN 
VACATION ENJOYMENT 











ON SHANDELEE LAKE 
LIVINGSTON MANOR, N. Y. 


A “Million Dollar’ vacation 
awaits you at the Walde- 
mere. Every conceivable 
sport and recreation. FREE 
Boating. Dancing and The- 
atricals nightly. Superb 
cuisine. Dietary laws 
observed. 

WRITE FOR FREE BOOKLET “F’’ 














For Ar Ideal Vacation 


“Come to.... 


UNSER CAMP 


THE ONLY LABOR ZIONIST VACATION CENTER 
IN THE EAST. 


SUMMER COLONY OF THE JEWISH NATIONAL 
WORKERS’ ALLIANCE. 


FACILITIES FOR ALL SPORTS — OUTDOOR 
SWIMMING POOL — DANCING — CAMP FIRES 
—THEATRICAL PRODUCTIONS ARRANGED BY 
FAMOUS STAGE ARTISTS—EXCELLENT FOOD. 


HIGHLAND MILLS, N. Y. 


Located in the heart of the glorious Bear Mountain 
country, less than 50 _ from New York City. 


Also for your iliven 
Ages—6 to 16 


CAMP KINDERWELT 


| A Fascinating Atmosphere For Your Children’s Vacation 
For Information Write or Phone: 


| UNSER CAMP AND KINDERWELT 


HIGHLAND MILLS, N. Y. 
I! HIGHLAND MILLS 3091 
New York Office: 251 FOURTH AVENUE, STuyvesant 9-4677 


Pacific Coast 
Subscription Campaign 


Our representative, Mr. Oscar Freedel, will 
visit California during the latter half of July 
and the first part of August in the interests of 
the JEWIsH FRONTIER. Branches of the League 
for Labor Palestine and readers of our journal 
are urged to extend to him all possible aid and 


cooperation in obtaining new subscribers. 


JEwIsH FRONTIER. 





Traveling Aids 


Vacationists 


For corvenient, carefree travel: 


Tour Rate telegrams, dealing exclusively with features 
of your trip, such as weather conditions, locality, ar 
rival, departure, health, etc. 35c for the first 15 
words throughout U. S. 


Reservation Messages, at the same low rates make it 
inexpensive to wire ahead for hotel reservations 
which mean so much to your comfort. 


To Telegraph, phone 


Postal Telegraph 


The charges will appear on your telephone bill. 








Gay Atlantic City? 


CAROLINA 
CREST HOTEL 


JUST OFF THE BEACHFRONT 
A BEACHFRONT HOTEL 
_ @e 
On Beautiful North Carolina Avenue 
OPEN ALL YEAR 


ATLANTIC CITY 
. 


Serving a Tray Breakfast 


to your room any time up to 11 o'clock 
without any charge for breakfast or service 


EVERY ROOM HAS PRIVATE BATH AND 
AT LEAST THREE LARGE WINDOWS 
e 


FREE BATH HOUSES FOR OCEAN BATHING 


SINGLE: As Low As $2.50 and $3.00 
DOUBLE: As Low As $5.00 and $6.00 
@ 


H. L. FAIRBAIRN, JR., Manager 

















